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Welcome

Welcome to all in Surrey East Girlguiding.

As we browse our way through these pages of girls and members experiences, we find that Guiding offers
such a varied programme, wewonder what we will do next.

Guiding has survived by reinventing itself and not standing still. We are all open to new ideas and new

experiences – even if they terrify us at times!

Why? The look on the girls’ faces reminds us of the memories we are creating for the future.
We may have more red tape to deal with than generations past but some things are priceless.

So do enjoy the events recorded in this edition, take a good idea and embrace it or share your great idea
with others.

In the last term the girls had a great evening flag waving and cheering on the Lioness’ at Wembley,

watching the women's international football match. At half time they were presented with an
opportunity to see past members of the team and despite the weather and the wait to get out of the car

park it was a great night. Thanks to all who were involved in organising this.

Thank you to all who have contributed to this edition and also to our wonderful editor Charlotte.
It’s team work that sees us grows stronger both as individuals and as a whole organisation.

Lesley Bailey, County Commissioner



A quick reminder to all leaders who are working towards their leadership qualification - please come along
to
the mentor meetings to get clauses and modules signed off. Check the County website calendar for dates of
our next Mentor Group Sessions.

We thank all the mentors who help with group sessions, visiting units and supporting leaders in training.

If you feel you could help in any way, please contact Janet.

County Leadership Team

Janet Coninx
janet2718@yahoo.co.uk

Congratulations to the following Leaders who have completed their Leadership Qualification or added 
modules to their qualifications since June 2019.

Reigate Division
Tanya Holt
Lesley Bailey

Simone Duncan
Ann Hellyer

Sarah Limb

Epsom Division

Michelle Sharpe

Godstone Division

Wendy Pritchard
Molly Knight

Loretta Brooker
Tina Hawkes
Di Ross

Downs Heath Division

Kathryn Budd
Lauren Ellis
Stephanie Peazold

Rachel Heard-White

Leith Hill

Kate Fowles

Newly Qualified 

Leaders



GUW Chessington visit:
We had a fabulous day with 8 rainbows attending and even the soggy
weather couldn’t dampen their enjoyment of the day. The girls saw
so many animals and had loads of fun. Among the animals we saw
were gorillas, lions, sea lions, penguins, zebra, giraffes, impala, golden
monkeys, giant tortoises, a bearcat, skunk, meerkats and all manner
of things in the SEALIFE centre. They climbed aerial walkways
through the monkey enclosure, fed lorikeets by hand and stroked a
starfish! All while being kind and thoughtful to each other and being
wonderfully behaved. They all tried something new and were very
adventurous. It wasa fantasticday.
- Louisa Kassell

1st Fetcham Rainbows



LaSER's Walkers and Talkers organised a coach trip to
the battlefields of WW1 in Flanders last September.

Most of us met at Victoria Coach Station for the drive to
Dover where we picked up more members at Ashford
International for our ferry crossing. We arrived at Diksmuide
for our stay at the very comfortable Pax Hotel. Diksmuide is a
delightful village and we were able to do a walk following the
tourist signs. Diksmuide had been completely destroyed in
WW1 but thankfully rebuilt to it's original beauty. The
invitation for the trip went to all members of Trefoil and it
was lovely to meet up with ladies and gentleman from across
the country as well as from our own Region.

After breakfast the following day we set off for Sanctuary
Wood where we walked through the trenches (Hill 62), British
Front - Line 14-18 and visited the museum. After a short
coach trip we visited Tyne Cot Cemetery (just outside
Passendale) and then on to Ypres and a tour round the
Flanders Field Museum. While in Ypres some of us visited St.
George's Chapel were Sally Dart, from Reigate, found the
kneeler made by Janet Porter a passed member of Reigate
Guild in memory of her brother who was lost during the
conflict. At 8 o'clock we were all at the Menin Gate for the
Last Post Ceremony where 3 of our members laid a wreath
and we all renewed our promise. A very moving and
reflective day. Beautifully decorated stones were left in the
area as well as many memories.

The next day we visited Bruges, famous for its canals, cobbled
streets and medieval buildings with a short canal trip and
walking tour. Some of us enjoyed the culinary delights of
Belgium, beer, waffles and of course chocolates! The
following day we were able to enjoy a leisurely
morning before making our way back to the ferry and home.

Our thanks to Pip and her team for a brilliant few days
meeting up and making friends with some lovely
ladies. During our visit an ongoing quiz took place in which we
found out some very interesting facts about our fellow
travellers. Trefoil certainly havesome amazing members.

A not to be forgotten trip to where so many brave soldiers
lost their lives for our tomorrow.

Walkers and Talkers



40 Years Service

Three Girls In Three

Sections In One

Division

Many congratulations to Guide Leader Elaine Edwards for 40
years serviceto Girlguiding.

Spring Downs District Commissioner Clare Graham presented
her with her well deserved award in October where the
district celebrated with a beautiful cake made by Ewell Court
District’s Alison Shaw. Elaine has held a number of roles over
the yearsincluding beingour CountyCommissioner.
- Mary Zoeller

Epsom Division is very proud to have three sisters in their
Division at the moment! Libby has just started at
Rainbows, Isabelle has just moved from Rainbows to
Brownies and Erin has been a Guide for the past few
years. Enjoy your Girlguiding journey girls!
- Mary Zoeller





In the summer, I took part in the LaSER international opportunity to Thailand,
which was a life changing experience. We spent 2 weeks in Singburi, teaching
and painting at local schools, a weekend in Bangkok meeting the Thai Girl
Guides, a weekend in Chiang Mai visiting an elephant sanctuary and the final
week in Chang Rai staying with a hill tribe! It was a very busy and exciting trip,
packed full of highlights and challenges.

The bulk of our service project was painting at a school. When we arrived at
the school on the Monday, the walls had old, cracked paint and were pale and
unexciting. We had the joy of taking charge of the project and changing the
walls from old and plain to bright and exciting. We scrapped all the paint off,
varnished the walls, painted them white, then blue, then got to design our
own bright patterns and pictures. The heat helped as we were able to do
about 5 coats in one day! We did an under the sea themed wall, a garden
themed wall, an alphabet wall and a caterpillar with numbers on and a fruit
wall. It was great to leave our amazing designs with them and see their
excitement- we also painted the trefoil to leave our Guiding stamp with
them.

I think the most rewarding experience of the trip was teaching and spending
time with the children. They loved playing games with us and were very eager
to learn. Teaching the children at the hill tribe was particularly challenging
because many of them were the same age or older than us and they already
knew some English, we had the task of working out what they already knew
and attempting to fill in the gaps- it helped that they were so keen.

LaSER International 

Trip



My favourite day of the trip was probably the
hike whilst we were staying with the hill tribe.
We hiked through the thick jungle for 5 hours
and it was very hot and tiring. The views were
absolutely incredible, the green mountains
stretched on for miles. We stopped for lunch at
the highest point of the range and we had
fried rice wrapped in bamboo leaves that we
carried with us. Our tour guide chopped down
a bamboo stem and carved us all cups for us to
have hot drinks. All in all it was a really great
day and one that I will remember forever.

Another highlight of the trip was meeting the
Thai Girl Guides in Bangkok, it was lots of fun
talking with them and getting to witness
Guiding in different countries, which was
inspiring and overwhelming.

An unexpected highlight of the trip was when
our accommodation flooded! It poured with
rain for ages until there was a river up to our
knees outside our rooms and the water had
started running under the door! Eventually we
got to evacuate to a nice hotel for the night!

As well as our service project we were able to
spend time visiting temples such as the
reclining Buddah and Wat Pho, as well as
feeding and washing elephants at an elephant
sanctuary.

I made many memories that will stay with me
forever and I would like to thank LaSER for
providing me with this incredible experience!
-Emily Rayner

LaSER International 

Trip
(continued)



5th Reigate Guides celebrated their 100th Birthday with a tea party
to which they invited previous members going back to the 1940’s,
including Anne Gatland who made her Guide promise on 12th

November 1948, later became a Leader and stayed with the
company till the 1960’s. Anne and the youngest Guide cut the
birthday cake.

5th were first registered in 1919 just nine years after the official
start of the Guide Movement. We know there have been Guides in
Reigate from the very beginning as the Reigate Ravens gate
crashed the Scouts Crystal Palace rally in 1909 demanding
“something for the girls“. Members of 5th recreated these early
uniforms at Guiding’s centenary celebrations in 2010. Sadly no
early records exist for the first 20 years, but Kathleen Lutman was
Captain from the early 1940’s, and over the last 66 years there
have only been three teams of leaders, surely a unique record.
Members of all three teams were at the party.

There are records of the Guides camping back as far as the later
war years, using old army bell tents and cooking in army surplus
dixies that were white washed in the mistaken idea this would help
with the cleaning! Travel to camp was in a furniture van, sitting on
top of all the equipment and singing loudly, much to the
surprise of passers by. No health and safety in those days! The
annual camp was one of the year’s highlights and remains so
today, and a reason so many girls stay on in Guides. There have
been annual camps each year for at least the last 70 years.

5th Reigate Guides



Reminiscences were shared and log books eagerly scanned for memories of so much that has happened over the years,
including County, National and International events. Thinking day services in the snow at Westminster Abbey, pageants,
displays , and more recently Big Gigs, at Wembley, Crystal Palace, and in the Albert Hall, modelling the Jeff Banks new
uniforms for Princess Margaret, wining a song completion and appearing on TV in Songs of Praise, and celebrating the
Guide centenary with a Thinking Day trip on the London Eye ahead of it’s opening to the public. Plus more recently, trips
abroad by individualGuides to represent the U.K at international events.

Uniforms and badges have changed dramatically over the years. 32 5th Guides achieved their Queens Guide award before
it was moved from the Guide section, and an impressive number have gained their Baden Powell awards. Guiding is a
movement so, of course, there needs to be change, but core elements remain, a revised version of the Promise is still an
integral part of belonging, and at the party the current girls demonstrated that the patrol system remains a vital part of
how Guiding works, and that having fun remains central for the girls and the adults. The girls were amazed by their visitors
powerful singing of well loved and remembered camp fire songs.

One hundred memorableyears — what will the next hundred bring?

Barbara Wing. November 2019.

5th Reigate Guides
(continued)



Journey to Mongolia

Before I start, thank you to anyone and everyone who helped me get here
today and assist in me going on this extraordinary adventure. I have spent a
year fundraising doing many events, that many people helped me with. For
example, I did a sponsored swim, many Mongolia badge pack evenings (with
Brownies and Guides) and a coffee morning with my neighbours to name but a
few. Now after a long year of planning I have finally completed the trip to the
strange country of Mongolia. I began my journey on Saturday 27th July, at
Heathrow airport and after a sad goodbye to my family we were off.
We began by boarding my first long haul flight. It was a very large plane going
2,4,2, across, much larger than one I had ever been on before! We were seated
in the rows of 4 and we all had TVs, my wish had come true. 10 hours later,
from when we had taken off, we arrived at the Beijing airport. It was a very
pretty airport however not much to do and with an 8-hour gap between the
first and second plane we quickly got bored. Many card games and diary
entries later we got on our second plane to Mongolia. This plane was only small
and was only going to be a two-hour flight. I fell asleep as soon as we sat down
and slept for most of it, I even missed the safety brief! Then in Mongolia we
headed out of the Chinggis Khan airport (Chinggis also known as Genghis)
where we met our guides (two volunteers to help with translation), who then
took us to the guesthouse where we would be staying. The guesthouse was
amazing and we were in rooms of 4. We would also be swapping around every
three weeks so we could be with different people. Even the bathrooms were
incredible, and the shower could be converted into a steam room or even a
sauna!!!! It was nothing to what we expected! My first impressions of Mongolia
were that even in summer there was still a lot of pollution which was clear as
we went past large industries on our way to the guesthouse, however inside
the city it seems like a different place with more buildings and more technology
and living conditions. Although there is lots technology you could tell the
difference between Mongolia and here from what I believed was where
majority of the population lived. Our very first day we were introduced to the
project and our itinerary, which would include us caring for and teaching
children from the age of 2-15 at both a centre and a school. We would also be
getting the chance to renovate the centre we were at later on during the trip.
The centre we would be visiting has the intention of helping single mothers, by
looking after their children so they could go out and work. Later that day we
also had a chance to meet our new Mongolian peers, which was a great way to
help break the ice before the sessions throughout the next couple of weeks. It
was then back to the guesthouse for lots of planning.
Throughout the rest of the week I spent my mornings in the Child Smile Centre. They had two groups that we were to
educate/play with. These were 2-5-year olds and 6+. Each of our activities with them we had planned as a group the night before
and from crafts to lessons we managed to fill the time. The Child Smile Centre has been built up over time, it began as a single
room. It now has another, and a second story has also been made on top. Another key part to the place, which shall always be
remembered is the toilet. A small shack surrounding a deep pit with two planks of wood over it. I spent the first week with the 2-5-
year olds, 6 girls and 1 boy, whom were adorable and even though I wasn’t supposed to have favourites I certainly did! We did
head shoulders knees and toes and ring a ring a roses, which were definitely loved and to keep them, and us, entertained we did
lots of crafts including paper chains and finger printing, which we used to decorate the room. Not many of them had disabilities
like we were told, or very obvious ones anyway but one of them, who was 2, had a heart deficiency. They were great fun and I’m
sure they enjoyed it too. In the afternoons we taught at a school, called school 40 (they label their schools with numbers), our
intention; to help them improve their English. We were split into two groups and each group was given a small class to teach. We
chose many topics to teach them, from time to body parts, making it fun with games like ‘Fruit Salad’ and ‘What’s the Time Mr
Wolf’. We also did two on one conversations so we would go around and sit down with two of them and ask them questions so
they could practice speaking and we could learn more about them and they could learn more about us, I was petrified, however it
got easier as we went further into the week as we got to know them more.
It was then the weekend, our first two days of sightseeing. Saturday morning, we were picked up and taken to the Gur district
where we would visit and see the owner of the Child Smile’s home.



Journey to Mongolia
(continued)

She had bought some land and had two Gers where her and her 7 children live.
It was interesting to see the way they live as they had a large TV and working
electricity however, they don’t have a toilet as sanitary isn’t considered as
important.
We also went to the international intellect museum where we saw a man’s
giant collection of puzzles covering a whole 5 floors! I didn’t even know there
were enough puzzles to cover one!! After lunch we went up the Zaison
memorial and as it is up the top of Zaison hill we got the most mesmerising
views of the city. To finish off we also went to the Bogd Khan Winter Palace. It
was a very eventful day!
Sunday was great fun as we spent it with some of the Girl Scouts of Mongolia.
It was very interesting to find out the difference in the number of members, as
in England we have half a million members however in Mongolia they only
have 2000. With the Guides we went to the International Children’s Complex
and taught each other our different ways and played many games. Sunday was
a good day where we met may good friends. That evening we also got the
opportunity to visit a karaoke bar where we were given a private room. It was
hilarious and from singing our hearts out to cheering each other on we all had a
great time. The second week came around fast. My morning group had
swapped with the others, so we were now with the 6+ instead of the 2-5s
enabling us to teach the older children a bit like in the afternoons at school.
Like our school sessions we covered different topics however as we had more
time to fill, we played even more games as well as singing many songs. We also
created a new game called word man, which is the same as hangman, but we
didn’t know anything about capital punishment and we didn’t want someone
going ‘Hey, that’s how my Uncle died’! But it was all okay and most of our
sessions ran smoothly and the kids enjoyed themselves. In the afternoons we
were still with the school children however we also swapped groups as
apparently one group didn’t listen as much. But we found them okay and by
swapping groups we also didn’t have to plan as much as the other group had
covered different topics. At the end of the week however we had to say
goodbye as it was our last day, it was sad to say goodbye however you could
tell we had made a difference as their English was so much better.
On our next weekend we went to the Terelij National park. We went to many attractions like the Genghis Khan statue and a
Buddhist temple where we took amazing photographs. I even got a selfie with Genghis Khan after walking up the statue to where
you can see amazing views. We also visited Turtle rock where we rock climbed up the side to see a small cave inside. We then
spent that night inside Gers (also known as yurts) which was a fun experience a bit like glamping. I had also held an eagle earlier
that day and had ridden a camel (not a very comfortable experience, especially for my nose) as I was only going to be there once,
and I didn’t want to miss out on the experience.
The next day we woke up at 5 o clock!! We saw sunrise and walked up a steep hill to see the views before heading back to the
city in our little red bus. When we were back in the city, we took a trip to the biggest souvenir shop in Ulaanbaatar, a whole floor
of gifts! It was great and I spent lots of money before heading back to finish planning for the rest of the week.
It was then the last week. Our mornings continued to be sessions in the Child Smile Centre where I was again with the 2-5s,
yippee! We did many more crafts including masks, which were my personal favourite and the kids enjoyed them too. In the
afternoons we were also at the Child Smile Centre, where we helped them renovate. We were there to help them fill in cracks
and slop watered down cement onto the walls. The room we were renovating was upstairs, which would be used as a place for
the single mothers I mentioned earlier, to work. We had great fun doing this and even though we didn’t do much, and we didn’t
do it for very long I believe we helped them towards their incredible goal.
On our very last Friday we said our goodbyes to the Child Smile Centre, which were quite teary and full of gifts for both us and
them. I had the honour of giving the owner some toys we had bought for the 2-5s and it was amazing to see the look on her face
and the pleasure she had had from us being there. Friday afternoon we had our photo in Mongolian dress, which was hilarious. I
was on a stall in the back row and we were all struggling not to fall off. We also went to the supermarket for any final
souvenirs/sweets and then of course we had to pack. Packing was sad to do as after three weeks of making friends and exploring
this new country it was hard to believe that we were going to leave.



Journey to Mongolia
(continued)

The next morning, we left for the airport with some
stowaways we had found the night before NITS! (Our parents
were not impressed when we got home!) We then spent a day
of travelling with no broken TVs.
At Heathrow I was met my family, my sister holding a giant
welcome home banner, (she loves me really!). It was definitely
an amazing experience.
Since I’ve been back my family have said I have spoken non-
stop about my adventure and keep comparing it to many of
the things we have here, and I have also apparently found a
smile whilst I was there, which I supposedly never had!
I really enjoyed the experience and I would definitely like to go
to Mongolia again. I also believe I have gained many qualities
out of the experience as well, for example being more
confident when speaking publicly and being able to present
what I have done. Its also a great conversation starter. I really
enjoyed it and am extremely thankful for anyone who helped
make it happen. THANK YOU!!!
– Charlotte Collins

Disneyland Paris

Brownies and Guides from 3rd Oxted, 1st Hurst Green, 1st

Lingfield and 1st Godstone enjoyed a weekend away, in
January, at Disneyland Paris, having fun in both the Disneyland
theme park and the Walt Disney Studios. The girls enjoyed
going on the rides, meeting the Disney characters, watching
the spectacular evening light show and having fun at Buffalo
Bill's Wild West Show. A great experience for all. – Amy Lovell



MAYOR’S CHARITIES SUPPORT EPSOM DIVISION 
GIRLGUIDING

Councillor Neil Dallen dropped in to support Epsom
Division Girlguiding when they were carol singing at
Epsom Station on Thursday 5 December. He presented
them with a cheque for £9,500 from his Mayor’s Charities
fundraising when he was Mayor of Epsom and Ewell
during 2018/19.
Division Commissioner Mary Zoeller said: ”We are so
grateful to Councillor Dallen for choosing us as one of his
charities during his mayoral year. We are currently
fundraising to open Little Acres Lodge at Horton Country
Park in Epsom, a brand-new facility that will benefit young
people in the local area and beyond. We are radically
transforming the limited facilities at our campsite by
constructing a well-equipped, modern building offering
kitchen facilities, disabled access, accommodation, toilets
and showers to Guiding and Scouting groups and the wider
community.”
The Rainbows, Brownies and Guides raised an incredible
£610.74 carol singing and would like to thank Epsom
Station and Epsom commuters for their support and
generosity. - Mary Zoeller

Epsom District 



1st Hawthorns

Brownies

Our first unit sleepover was a huge success, we all had a fabulous time at Blacklands Farm! It may have rained and been
very muddy, yet the girls had the best time. We arrived on Saturday morning raring to go, our first activity was making
campfire doughnuts – they were delicious! The girls also made bread on sticks, s’mores and learnt how to stay safe around
fires. Crate stacking and archery were favourite activities for some, whilst others preferred crawling through muddy
underground tunnels!

The night line was a highlight for many of our girls, following a trail with lots of obstacles, blind folded in the dark was a
thrill they loved.

As well as the adventurous activities, staying overnight with their friends, old and new, was a fabulous experience they
thoroughly enjoyed. We can’t wait for our next sleepover! - Karen Wyborn



Animal Crackers
On a rainy Saturday during October half-term, our little reds jumped on the train to London heading for ICANDO and a
day of ‘Animal Crackers’. Our girls love animals and many have been working towards their Animal Lovers badge this
term, they wanted to learn more so this trip was the perfect opportunity! We arrived for an action-packed day full of
animal facts and activities. We made animal cupcakes, cardboard owls, animal wooden spoons, played animal games
and much more. A highlight was visiting the Queen’s horses at the Royal Mews, Buckingham Palace; our guide was
fantastic and entertained us with stories and fascinating facts. During the afternoon we explored St James’s Park
looking for wildlifeand met a pelican! We had a wonderful day and can’t wait to return for more adventures.

Voting
Learning about how our country works is very important and we always look forward to Parliament Week. Our
Rainbows love stories and often bring in their favourite books, they decided they would like to vote about which story
is our units favourite. We narrowed down the choices to three options, which was very hard! Learning what voting is
about, they took their voting slip, put a cross next to their choice, folded it up and popped it in the ballot box. There
was quiet in the hall whilst Tulip and Bluebell counted the votes. The votes were in and Room on the Broom by Julia
Donaldson was the winner and our units favouritebook.
- Karen Wyborn

Hawthorns Rainbows



1st Whyteleafe Guides

Caterham Hill and 

Chaldon District

1st Whyteleafe Guides took a trip to British Wildlife Centre
in Godstone at the start of term. We spent an evening
walking around the centre with a zoo keeper showing us
around and feeding each of the animals so we got a chance
to see and learn about each creature. The girls were able
to ask any questions they had as we had the place to
ourselves. At the end of the tour the keeper bought an owl
out so the girls could see it up close. It was a brilliant
evening and a great chance to learn about British Wildlife.

Caterham Hill and Chaldon District had been selling
Poppies at their local Tesco to raise money for the
poppy appeal. They managed to raise an amazing
£476.08. Congratulations!


