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Welcome
Welcome to all in Surrey East Girlguiding.

I am delighted to see that everyone in Girlguiding Surrey East has been so busy and it is        

fantastic to see the range of things our 200+ units have been up to. I hope you enjoy this 

Autumn/Winter edition of our County Newsletter and thank you to everyone who contributed to     

it. I am particularly proud of our 900+ volunteers who continue to deliver the Guiding programme 

helping our young members to challenge themselves, develop their potential, make friends and have 

fun. Iõm always thrilled to see more volunteers completing their Leadership Qualification and if you 

are one of them, I really hope you enjoy your new role of leader as I do. If you are currently working 

on the scheme, please do ensure you complete it before the end of August 2023 deadline or you will 

need to do the new Leader Development Programme which is outlined on page 4. We would love to 

welcome more qualified volunteers and really hope that the new scheme with support of a local 

mentor will help. Through our various training and events, we have encouraged volunteers across 

the County to meet together face to face. Our annual County Day is open to all volunteers and it 

would be great to see more of you there, taking the opportunity to share your Guiding experiences 

and to develop ideas to take back to your units.  

Congratulations to all our amazing award winners: to Val Hickmott who received her Laurel Award, 

to Margaret King who received the Region Chief Commissioner Award, to Charity Nicholls for Good 

Service and also to Menai Jones, Gill Utting , Lorna Smith, Claire Orpin, Caroline King, Linda McRae, 

Tessa Bullimore and everyone who received their Long Service awards. Congratulations to Emily 

Raynor, Elaine Rollason and Division Commissioners: Sonia Naughton and Emma Marsh who received 

Reigate and Banstead Mayoral Volunteering Awards and leaders who successfully completed their 

Going Away with Guiding Qualification. Also congratulations to our young members who achieved 

their Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards and of course, thank you to the leaders that supported them. 

Well done to you all.  

Thank you to those who represented Girlguiding at the Festival of Remembrance and for 

Districts/units who attended their local parade services. I would also like to thank units who 

welcomed and supported their communities such as Ukrainian refugees and of course at events 

following the sad death of our patron, Her Majesty The Queen who throughout her life was an 

example of the spirit of Guiding. Iõd also like to thank the wider community that supported us:  

Trefoil, the Mayors and local councillors, Surrey Sensory Services and Co-op.

I hope you enjoy reading just some of the things we have done.  If you are reading this and would 

like to become part of our great organisation, please do get in touch, click here to find out more 

and register your interest .

Enjoy reading about our adventures and I hope you                                                                     

have a fabulous Christmas break and a Happy New Year!

Best wishes

Beverly Heywood -Jones

Surrey East County Commissioner

surreyeastcc@btinternet.com

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/


Congratulations to the following Leaders who have completed their leadership 

Qualification or added modules to their qualifications since July 2022.

Leith Hill Division

Sally Carter

Banstead Division

Rebecca Ayres 

Leatherhead Division

Beth Fowler 

Epsom Division

Alison Keam

Ameilia Harding

Louise Beadle

Reigate Division

Megan Spanton

Newly Qualified 

Leaders



Leadership Qualification

The Leadership qualification has been replaced by the brand -new Leader Development 

Programme, and we are currently in a transition year before the Leadership qualification is 

fully phased out in September 2023. If you are planning to undertake the leadership 

qualification, then you can access this via the Becoming a Leader section on the Girlguiding 

website, which will direct you to the learning platform.  You can explore there which route you 

prefer to take on your leadership journey here Girlguiding: Leader development programme 

home ðLDP (https://learning.girlguiding.org.uk/totara/dashboard/index.php?id=53 )

The new module is split into three themes and the topics are set out below:

Did you know that the leadership 

qualification is changing?

The new system changes include:

Å One mentor to support you throughout the 

whole programme;

Å All leaders have to have Safe Space Level 

3;

Å Online system to upload reports -

Leadership Book no longer required;

Å First Response ðnot a requirement for the 

new programme.

Already completing your leadership 

qualification?

If you are currently on the leadership 

qualification, then you have will have until 

the 31st August 2023 to complete this.  If 

you need to have a mentor observation or if 

you just want to have a mentor chat to 

check your progress, then please get in 

contact and email: lqsurresyeast@gmail.com 

and this can be arranged.

If you have already completed your 

qualification but did not complete module 

4 then you will have until 31st August 

2023 to complete this. 

If you want to undertake module 1 to 

change sections , you can continue to do 

this in the normal way which is signed off 

by at commissioner level. 

Interested in being a mentor?

We are seeking to increase the number of 

mentors we have  in Surrey East  - The 

new programme has a coaching style 

approach and you will be assigned a leader 

to mentor throughout their training. If this 

is something you may be interested in or 

want to know more, then please get in 

touch: lqsurresyeast@gmail.com

Janet Coninx

County Leader in training coordinator 

https://learning.girlguiding.org.uk/totara/dashboard/index.php?id=53


Learning about materials then testing 

the best material to cover a submarine!

1st South Nutfield

Rainbows

Making stamps for our post office

Using newspaper to make outfits
Wreath making after a talk about 

making poppies for the display

Exercise class



The Chairman of Tandridge Council, Councillor Jackie Wren, agreed to present the 

awards, explaining to the girls that she was the equivalent to the Mayor in other councils. 

Jackie went on to tell the girls that she herself had been a Guide and that she had gained 

her Queenõs Guide Award. Jackie had then become a Young Leader and a Unit Leader in 

South London. She praised the girls for their hard work and said that she hoped that they 

will eventually look at being leaders themselves. In the meantime, she hoped that they 

would all enjoy the Brownie units that they were moving on to. Finishing her speech, she 

added that she hoped the girls would invite her back to present their Brownie Gold 

Awards in a couple of years!

Rainbow Gold Awards
On Tuesday 6th December, eleven very 

excited Rainbows and their Rainbow friends 

arrived at the Guide Hut in Oxted, to find it 

decked in gold decorations and gold balloons. 

The girls from Lingfield, Oxted and South 

Godstone units were there to receive their 

Gold Awards after a lot of hard work. Due to 

lockdown and restrictions, the girls had had 

to complete some of the activities at home 

over the last 18 months or so. 

Following refreshments, the girls presented Jackie with a bunch of yellow roses to thank her.



6th Horley Rainbows

Remembrance Parade

We attended the very busy Remembrance parade, again with all 

units in Horley East being represented. It is a fantastic opportunity 

to show our respects and to be part of our local community. We had 

an excellent turnout and all girls (even the very young Rainbows) 

behaved beautifully on a cold morning having to stand still for quite 

a long time for small people. 7th Horley (St Francis) Rainbows then 

did a lovely remembrance craft making tea light jars. 



We attended a Jubilee District Event: an 

outdoor afternoon of fun at Tilgate park using 

the Crawley base, Blue Woods. Being a special 

event, we had a badge designed specifically for 

the 100 girls that attended from all units, 

including Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and 

Rangers. All units arranged an activity to ensure 

that there were a range of age specific 

activities. They had some ice breaker games, 

water games and craft. This took place early 

September in the end, having had to postpone 

the first event due to the excessive heat. 

Enormous fun was had by all.

Jubilee District Event

7th Horley (St Francis) Rainbows completed the Autumn 

Paw print badge. 7th Horley (St Francis) Rainbows also 

did firework pictures from the Sticky Salt UMA and 

sparklers for Firework night.

Meanwhile, 7th Horley (St Francis) Guides went bowling 

at Hollywood Bowl in Crawley! 

7th Horley 

(St Francis) Rainbows 



We made a handprint hedgehog with 

our unique hands to celebrate why we 

were special and what makes us us! 

1st Hawthorns Rainbows

We shall remember them. At Rainbows, we 

made our own poppies in preparation for 

Remembrance Day.

We had a great time learning about the 

importance of getting our bodies ready 

for exercise and then designing our own 

obstacle courses for our friends.



On Saturday 10th December, nearly 

70 Rainbows from Hurst Green, 

Lingfield, Oxted and South Godstone 

met for a District Rainbow Party. An 

afternoon of games, dancing, party 

food and a visit from Santa (who just 

happened to be passing and tramped 

through the frost to see what all the 

noise was about!) got the Christmas 

spirit off to a good start.

1st Hawthorns Rainbows

At the end of last term, we said goodbye to 

Poppy as she moved to Bournemouth. Poppy 

(Karen Wyborn) was responsible for setting up 

our Rainbow and Brownie units so without her 

we wouldnõt be here! We miss her lots but 

know her new unit will be loving having her 

there! 

1st Hawthorns Rainbows ôset the story 

straightõ by acting out different versions of 

Little Red Riding Hood.

1st Hawthorns 

Rainbows had a 

great time making 

reindeers just 

before Christmas.

Rainbow District Party

Thank you to all the 

leaders that made 

this possible and who 

possibly tucked into 

a bit of cake too!



2nd Oxted Brownies have had a very busy 

year! We started with a sleepover in January 

and have had other adventures, including 

Pack Holiday in the summer with a record 

number of girls attending. 

We have had six campfires, been litter 

picking and completed a Jubilee Bake Off, 

science experiments and nail art. We had a 

great number of Brownie sisters this year 

(two pairs of leaders who are sisters and four 

pairs of girls)!

The Brownies enjoyed 

swimming, crafts, cooking 

and games. We visited an 

activity centre for the day 

and took part in climbing, 

BMX biking and the Low 

Ropes Course.  We have 

also presented our first 

two Gold Awards which 

were brilliant 

achievements for two of 

our girls. We are looking 

forward to next year! 

2nd Oxted Brownies 



1st Ashtead Brownies love to take part in the wider cultural 

activities. Among the various forms of folk dances in India, the 

popular one is òdandiya Raasó, an important part of celebrations 

during Navratri, also known as nine -night festival. The Brownies 

learnt how to perform ôstick danceõ with use of colourful 

decorated sticks. They assembled in two -line formations, with 

one moving in a clockwise direction, and the other moving in the 

opposite direction. It took some practice, but I was very proud of 

everyone in my unit for trying their best and enjoying the 

challenge.

The term started with 

profound sadness as we 

lost our patron, Her 

Majesty The Queen. 

Throughout her life, the 

Queen was an example of 

the spirit of Guiding. In 

memory of that, we 

decided to make flowers 

out of post -it -notes in our 

first unit meeting and 

afterwards sent them to 

the Buckingham Palace.

1st Ashtead Brownies



Over the October half 

term, 1st Burstow 

Rainbows (which was 

only set up at Easter 

2022) took part in the 

Smallfield Scarecrow 

competition. The girls 

(and the adults) had 

great fun making their 

Rainbow scarecrow 

and they did so well 

they won the People's 

Choice prize voted for 

by the villagers. 9th Caterham Brownies organised a toy 

and game collection for some Ukrainian 

children.   I only have 12 brownies but we 

managed to collect over 50 new gifts for 

the children to open at Christmas.  The 

brownies sorted all the gifts into age 

appropriate piles, packed and decorated 

the gift bags, and even wrote ôMerry 

Christmasõ gift tags in Ukrainian.  The 

guider coordinator from Godstone, Dawn, 

was so pleased with them. A lollipop was 

given to each girl to say thank you from 

me.

9th Caterham Brownies 1st Burstow Rainbows



We had a fantastic day of caving and climbing with the on -site instructors at Walton Firs in 

October, followed by races around the very muddy adventure course. The Brownies really 

challenged themselves with the heights they climbed up to and the dark tunnels they explored.

9th Epsom Brownies

Sisters Annabel & 

Emma completed 

their Gold and Silver 

awards and were 

presented these by 

Councillor Jackie 

Wren, the Chair of 

Oxted District 

Council.  After 

presenting the 

awards Jackie, who 

had been a Unit 

Leader and is a 

Queenõs Guide, 

spoke to the unit 

about what Guiding 

meant to her.

1st Oxted Brownies:

Sisters Gain 

Gold and Silver Awards

Following the presentation, 

the Brownies enjoyed party 

food, made gold bracelets 

and took part in an escape 

room challenge, which when 

completed opened a treasure 

box full of Gold bars (well 

biscuit ones!).



Evie and Madison of 7th Epsom Brownies travelled to 

London and attended the press junket interviewing 

Emma Thompson (a former Girlguiding member 

herself) and Alisha Weir, who play Miss Trunchbull and 

Matilda respectively in the new Matilda the Musical 

film.

The girls, after asking a mix of questions, including the 

ones given below, went on to present each of the 

actresses the ôI Give Girls a Voiceõ badge and the 

special Matilda badge. Well done Evie and Madison!

7th Epsom Brownies
interview Matilda cast

These are the questions they asked:

Matilda has taught us to stand up for ourselves, have you learnt anything from her?

ÅIf you had a superpower like Matildaõs, what would it be and how would you use it?

ÅBrownies go on lots of adventures - What has been the best adventure you've ever been on? 

Å If you had to eat a whole cake like Bruce did, what flavour would you pick?

ÅWhat did you enjoy most about playing Miss Trunchbull?

ÅWhat was your favourite badge you earnt in Girlguiding?

Å If you could give one piece of advice to girls today what would it be?

ÅHow long did it take for you to look like your characters?



Surrey Sensory Services visited 7th Bookham 

Brownies, as part of the Communicate Stage 2 

badge.  We learnt how to sign our names, and 

what it is like to have impaired vision.

7th Bookham Brownies 

7th Bookham Brownies went on pack holiday to 

Faurefold . We covered all four seasons over the 

three days and two nights, including making our own 

spring daffodils out of pipe cleaners, mocktails, 

wooden bears - thanks to Roo, a visit from Santa and 

Christmas roast dinner with crackers to pull.



Lingfield Brownies went on a day 

out to Kidzania on 19 th November.

Lingfield Brownies 



We (sixers and seconders) went to the British 

Museum. It was an early start to our day; we 

left at 8.30am and got back eight hours later! 

On the train, we all looked out for our stop 

and were excited to see the Shard because it 

meant that we were nearly there.

6th Reigate Brownies

At the museum, we learnt about the ancient 

Egyptians and the Greeks. In every room, Brown 

Owl asked us to find a cool woman, which was a 

fun extra challenge - there are lots of Goddess!  

Our favourite parts were the Greek temple and the 

frieze from Athens, as well as the Egyptian 

mummies. We did the treasure hunts that got 

stamped by the front desk.

After visiting the museum, we had massive crepes 

with our own choice of toppings, although most of 

us picked chocolate. With full stomachs, we 

walked down to Trafalgar Square and the train 

station, looking at Christmas lights on the way.

It was a trip to remember, but we were all very tired when we got home (especially 

Brown Owl!) We had a lot of fun and even kept our train tickets as a memory of the day.


