
County
Newsletter



Welcome
Welcome to all in Surrey East Girlguiding

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers across Surrey East have had lots of 
adventures throughout the spring and summer terms. We are excited to share with you 
some of the many things we have done. 

 

Beverly Heywood - Jones
Surrey East county 
commissioner
surreyeastcc@btinternet.com

Congratulations to the girls who have achieved all the programme themes for their section 
and have been awarded their gold, silver and bronze awards and a huge thank you to the 
leaders who supported them.  There are some lovely pictures of units and districts enjoying 
World Thinking Day when girls around the world think about each other and celebrate being 
part of a worldwide organisation.

The Coronation was a time for more celebrations, with units focussing their activities on this 
historic event and also taking part in the Big Help Out with their local communities.  
Congratulations to Mary Zoeller, who was awarded Coronation Champion for her service to 
Guiding and to Di Sutherland who was highly commended in the Volunteer of the Year 
category in the Dorking Coronation Community Spirit Awards!  Roberta Wilson applied to 
support the event and was lucky to have the opportunity to help at King Charles ̝̝̝Я̤ first 
Commonwealth Day Service at Westminster Abbey. 

Rainbows went to Magic and Mayhem at Blacklands  farm and Brownies went to SCRAM 2023.  
These major events really do show the girls that they are part of the wider organisation.  More 
close to home, our county campsite Faurefold  held a Rainbow fun day and Brownie fun day.  
Faurefold  also opened the new low ropes course and 1st Capel Brownies were the first unit to 
try it out. After 10 years of fundraising, Epsom division achieved a significant milestone in 
opening their new lodge on Little Acres campsite and are now looking forward to many years 
of sleepovers there.  

˺̥Я̤ ̗̟̥̤̥̒̒̔̚ ̥̠ ̤̖̖ ̠̦̣ ̗̣̤̥̚ ̝̖̖̣̤̒̕ ̡̠̞̝̖̥̖̔ ̥̙̖ ̨̟̖ ˽̡̖̖̣̤̙̒̕̚ ˵̧̡̖̖̝̠̞̖̟̥ ̡̣̠̘̣̞̞̖̒ 
and so many leaders adding modules to their qualifications.  Janet, our county leadership 
coordinator has done a great job in managing the transition which will be complete at the 
end of September.  Congratulations to everyone who received long service awards, 
particularly to Beverley Kent, Alison Thoburn and Jill Popham who received 30 years, Tracy 
Lovell and Pauline Austin who received 40 years.

Whether you are a new leader, or one who is celebrating long service, you should be so proud 
of everything you do for the girls in Surrey East and thank you.  A big thank you to everyone 
who took the time to share their stories for this newsletter. 

Enjoy!   

 



Congratulations to the 
following Leaders who have 
completed their Leadership  
Qualification or added 
modules to their qualifications 
since December 2022 .

Newly Qualified 
Leaders

Epsom Division
Laura Gudge
Caroline Judd

Godstone Division
Carla Barrett
Ella Dawson 
Anna Gardner
Sophie Lonsdale
Eliana Merlini

Leatherhead Division
Isabelle Pickett

Leith Hill Division
Louise Holt
Sarah Matthews 
Wendy Mumford
Debbie Rodgers
Emily Walker
Leilah Webb
Julia Woods

Reigate Division
Sophie Banham
Nicky Chalder
Megan Harding
Lisa Pointer 
Steph Pound
Kirsty Stuart

New Leadership Development Programme:
Congratulations to Elizabeth Tatam  from Reigate division 
for being the first person in Surrey East to complete the 
new programme.



Many of you will be aware that the 
old style leadership development 
programme will cease on the 30th 
September 2023. This means that 
you have until that date to get 
everything completed. Below Janet 
Coninx , our county leadership 
coordinator, has answered some of 
the more frequently asked questions 
she has been asked.

Leadership
Development 
Transition

I've completed my modules. 
What else do I need to do?
That's great you have completed 
the modules. You will also need 
to have a valid first aid 
certificate and safe space levels 
required for your role.

My first aid has expired. Do I have to renew it?
Yes -  you will need a valid first aid certificate 
before you can be signed off. To find out more 
check in at the county website for trainings.

˺Я̞ ̟̠̥ ̘̠̟̘̚ ̥̠ ̖̓ ̝̖̒̓ ̥̠ ̡̠̞̝̖̥̖̔ ̥̙̖ 
scheme before the 30th September. Can I 
change to the new scheme?
Yes, you can transfer to the new scheme at 
any time. Just let me know by emailing 
̢̝̤̦̣̣̖̪̖̤̥̒˱̘̞̝̒̚˟̠̞̔ ̟̒̕ ˺Я̝̝ ̠̕ ̥̙̖ ̣̖̤̥˟

˺ ̧̙̖̟̒Я̥ ̡̠̞̝̖̥̖̔̕ ̞̠̦̝̖̕ ˥˟ ˺̤ ̥̚ ̥̠̠ ̝̥̖̒˰
No -  you have until the 30th September to complete this -  contact me by emailing 
lqsurresyeast@gmail.com to make arrangements to have this completed.

˺ ̧̙̖̟̒Я̥ ̙̒̕ ̞̪ ̞̖̟̥̠̣ 
observation yet -  is it too late?
No, you can arrange your mentor 
observation at any time but it 
must be completed before the 
30th September.

I want to move sections. Do I still need to complete module 1?
Yes. Please complete module 1. The checklist is available on the Girlguiding 
website and is signed off by your district or division commissioner.  Once 
completed, please send the approval to me so that I can update your 
learning record. Email: lqsurreyeast@gmail.com.

Janet Coninx
County leadership coordinator

Mentoring
Could you be a mentor?

We are looking for mentors across the county for all 
sections; could this be you?

To be a mentor, you need to have already completed 
your leadership qualification and be willing to support 
your new trainee.  If you want to find out more, then 
please contact me by emailing 
lqsurreyeast@gmail.com



To celebrate the King's Coronation, Jasmine 
Rodrigues visited the Caterham Brownies, who are 
one of Caterham Co - op UK's Local Community Fund 
Groups. They did some fantastic activities, supplied 
by Co - op, like creating crowns and eating delicious 
Co- op cakes.

Caterham
Brownies

Celebrating the Coronation 
of King Charles III

ˢ̤̥ ˴̙̝̠̟̒̕ ˸̦̖̤̚̕Я 
˼̟̘̚Я̤ ˴̠̣̠̟̥̠̟̒̚ ̟́̔̔̚̚

1st  Chaldon 
Guides



5 th  Horley 
Rainbows 
and Brownies

Welly Throwing and Planting
5th Horley Brownies have been making 
the most of the warmer weather in the 
garden with a bit of welly throwing, 
working out whether the larger or smaller 
wellies travelled furthest.  The girls had 
great fun swapping wellies and trying 
different throwing techniques.  The girls 
then used the old wellies and planted 
petunias to take home and look after.

˲̤ ̡̣̥̒ ̠̗ ̥̙̖ ˼̟̘̚Я̤ ˴̠̣̠̟̥̠̟̒̚ 
celebrations, 5th Horley Rainbows and 
Brownies had a fabulous evening with a 
joint tea party inviting parents and siblings 
to enjoy cream teas and to watch the girls 
participate in maypole dancing and 
parachute games.  We provided a quiz 
and bingo for the parents which the girls 
joined in with.  The maypole was 
decorated with words from the promise, 
which the girls coloured in, and the 
coasters were decorated with the theme 
̗̣̠̞ ̥̙̖ ˼̟̘̚Я̤ ˴̠̣̠̟̥̠̟̒̚˟  ̙̖̅ ̘̣̝̤̚ ̙̒̕ ̒ 
fantastic time dancing around the 
maypole and sharing the evening with 
their siblings.



We were absolutely thrilled to hear that 
Mary Zoeller was recognised for her 
contribution to guiding in Surrey East and 
was crowned a Coronation Champion. 
Mary celebrated with her brownies Ь 1st 
˶̨̖̝̝ ̝̝̘̖̇̒̚ ˙̥̄ ˾̣̪̒Я̤˚ ̟̒̕ ̨̖̟̥ ̥̠ 
Coronation Concert at Windsor Castle.

Coronation 
Champion 

Congratulations Mary Ь we are all really proud of you!

This followed a call out to the nation to nominate their volunteer heroes. Almost 5000 
entries were received, with nominations made for individuals aged 14 up to 103.  Mary 
impressed judges with her volunteering work for Girlguiding and other local charities. 
For Girlguiding, she runs a local Brownie unit, as well as being the Epsom division 
commissioner and assistant county commissioner.

˴̠̞̞̖̟̥̟̘̚ ̠̟ ̖̠̞̟̘̓̔̚ ̒ ˴̠̣̠̟̥̠̟̒̚ ˴̡̙̞̠̟̒̚˝ ˾̣̪̒ ̤̒̚̕˫ б˺̥Я̤ ̟̒ ̙̠̟̠̦̣ ̥̠ ̖̓ 
named a Coronation Champion. In Girlguiding, we all work hard to make a difference 
̥̠ ̘̣̝̤̚ ̟̒̕ ̪̠̦̟̘ ̨̠̞̖̟Я̤ ̧̝̖̤̚ ̟̒̕ ̥̚Я̤ ̨̠̟̖̣̗̦̝̕ ̨̙̖̟ ̠̦̣ ̧̠̝̦̟̥̖̖̣̟̘̚ ̖̗̗̠̣̥̤ ̣̖̒ 
̣̖̠̘̟̤̖̔̚̕˟в

Mary Zoeller has been recognised by Their Majesties The King and The Queen Consort 
as part of the official Coronation celebrations in conjunction with Royal Voluntary 
Service.

Catherine Johnstone CBE, Chief Executive of Royal 
̠̝̦̟̥̣̪̇̒ ̧̖̣̖̄̔̚ ̤̒̚̕˫ б̖̈ ̨̖̣̖ ̡̠̞̝̖̥̖̝̪̔ ̨̝̠̟̓ ̨̪̒̒ 
by the response to the Community Champions Awards and 
the huge volume of amazing nominees put forward. Our 
judges had a tough job selecting just 500 Champions from 
an array of thousands of inspirational individuals, who all 
̧̖̤̖̣̖̕ ̥̠ ̖̓ ̣̖̠̘̟̤̖̔̚̕ ̟̒̕ ̠̞̞̖̟̖̔̕̕˟ б

б˶̙̒̔ ̠̗ ̠̦̣ ˴̠̣̠̟̥̠̟̒̚ ˴̡̙̞̠̟̤̒̚ ̡̤̝̪̖̒̕̚̕ ̒ 
commitment and contribution that far exceeds any 
̡̖̩̖̥̥̠̟̔̒̚ ̟̒̕ ̨̖Я̣̖ ̧̛̠̖̣̠̪̖̕ ̥̠ ̙̠̟̠̦̣ ̟̒̕ ̥̙̟̜̒ ̥̙̖̞ 
̦̣̟̘̕̚ ̥̙̤̚ ̖̩̥̟̘̔̚̚ ̡̠̟̥̚ ̟̚ ̙̤̥̠̣̪̚˟в



Epsom division was delighted to be 
part of The Big Help Out when they 
joined 6 million other people who took 
part in the day on Monday 8th May. 
The Big Help Out was part of the 
Coronation weekend and saw people 
coming together to lend a hand in their 
communities to experience how 
rewarding volunteering can be, and 
the power it has to make a change.

The Big Help Out

We were delighted to be part of Ewell Court 
̖̤̖̟̥̤̃̚̕ ˲̤̤̠̥̠̟̔̒̚̚Я̤ ̣̥̪́̒ ̟̚ ̥̙̖ ̣̜́̒ ̟̒̕ 
enjoyed talking to lots of people about 
volunteering with Girlguiding and the huge 
benefits it offers. This was a fantastic 
community event featuring many local 
organisations including us and the scouts 
and a brilliant Abba tribute band. Thank you 
to all the volunteers who came and ran our 
tombola and facepainting stalls and 
promoted Girlguiding!

Looking back at some of the 
recent events, the first that 
jumps out at me is the 
Coronation. 7th Horley 
Rainbows made pictures of the 
king and completed a hide 
and seek hunt UMA (Unit  
Meeting Activity) with items 
that spelt CHARLES.

7th  Horley Rainbows 



Our very own 9th Dorking Brownie leader 
won highly commended in the final of the 
Volunteer of the Year category in the Dorking 
Coronation Community Spirit Awards!
Congratulations Di Sutherland, very well 
deserved!

Dorking Coronation
 Community Spirit 
Awards

1st  Oxted 
Brownies 

To celebrate the Coronation of King 
Charles, the Brownies planted pansies 
̟̒̕ ̡̖̥̦̟̤̒̚ ̤̒ б̡̠̥̤ ̠̗ ̜̟̟̖̤̤̚̕в ̨̙̙̔̚ 
they then left around their local 
neighbourhood to cheer people up and 
to commemorate the coronation.

3rd  Oxted 
Guides

3rd  Oxted Guides celebrated the 
Coronation with the patrols dressing       
as either a king or queen using junk 
materials. We also enjoyed a party 
complete with red, white & blue mocktails. 
Despite the colour of some of them, they 
were all drinkable (honest!).



We celebrated the coronation by 
making coronation party headbands & 
eating coronation cupcakes, and then 
we did our bit for the Big Help Out by 
doing a litter pick.

9th  Epsom 
Brownies  

2nd Woodmansterne  
Brownies

We had a coronation party.



At the beginning of the term, we had 
special visitors from Buckingham 
palace to be awarded HRM King 
Charles III Coronation 2023 badges.

1st  Ashtead 
Brownies

1st Walton - on - the - Hill 
Guides had a great 
evening helping by 
weeding the sensory 
trail at RDA Epsom, as 
part of The Big Help Out.
 

1st   Walton -
on - the - Hill  
Guides



I was very lucky to be selected to be one of the 
volunteers at King Charles ̝̝̝Я̤ first 
Commonwealth Day Service at Westminster 
Abbey on Monday 13th March this year.

I arrived after lunch and eventually met up with 
Jooles , LASER deputy chief commissioner. After 
a while, three more members joined us. We 
̨̖̣̖ ̣̖̗̖̓̚̕ ̨̥̙̚ ̥̙̖ ˲̖̪̤̓̓Я ̨̠̟ ̧̠̝̦̟̥̖̖̣̤ 
and took up our positions along the path 
leading to the west door of the Abbey.

Once all the invitees, some in national 
costumes, were seated, we watched a few VIP 
and royals arrive. We then took our seats in the 
Abbey in the transepts some way back from 
the king. The commonwealth flags were 
paraded and some of the flag bearers wore 
national costumes, which were very colourful. 

King Charles ̝̝̝Я̤ first
Commonwealth Day Service

After the service, we meet up with several other 
volunteers, who had been inside all day helping. We also 
̨̤̒ ˲̞̟̒̒̕˝ ˽˲̄˶̃Я̤ ̙̖̗̔̚ ̠̞̞̤̤̠̟̖̣̔̚̚˝ ̨̙̠ ̧̘̖̒ ̦̤ ̝̝̒ 
her personal LASER badge. She had been to the service 
representing Girlguiding. 

I had a wonderful day and made a lot of memories. Thank 
you Girlguiding! 

Roberta Wilson
2nd  Bookham Rainbows

Apart from the service and the choir of Westminster Abbey singing,, the nations of the 
Commonwealth were represented pieces of music:. Africa was represented by the 
Rwanda National Ballet; the Pacific by Ngati  Ranana  London Maori  Club; Asia by 
Nuwan Hugh Perera and Roshani Abbey; Europe by The Amalgamation Choir; and 
Caribbean and the Americas by YolanDa  Brown.



On Wednesday 11th May, Pauline Austin, 
Brownie Leader of 1st Newdigate  Brownies, 
was presented her 40 - year long service 
award by friend and former division 
commissioner, Margaret King. Pauline 
chose to receive the award during the Leith 
Hill Trefoil Guild meeting to celebrate the 
Coronation of King Charles III.

Pauline was hosting the red, white and blue 
themed evening and was joined by local 
friends, Guiding friends, her husband, Neil, 
and her daughter and family via video call 
from New Zealand.  Pauline was presented 
with a cake and a shrub for her beautiful 
garden in addition to her brooch and 
certificate.

40 year Long 
Service Award



District Day Out 
to Godstone Farm

103 Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Young Leaders met with their leaders in the top field 
at the farm where we all sat together to start the day with a packed lunch. We were then 
met by two fantastic members of farm staff (one Guide leader and one Scout leader) 
who knew exactly how to run a large event and make sure everyone had fun!

We split into groups and completed the farm trail, stamping our books as we found each 
animal. Next it was time for an animal theme craft in the craft barn -  we made jumping 
farm animals which the leaders kept safe until home time!

We had so much fun in the soft play and outdoor adventure play area -  we even had 
some free time to go into the shop and spend our pocket money! The hot day pushed 
many of us to take a sugar hit and indulge in a tasty ice cream!

After all the fun and exploring around the farm, we joined together again in the top field 
for some camp songs around the campfire.

The day was a huge success and we got lots of comments from the public about how 
nice it was to see so many members in uniform and how well behaved they were!

We would like to thank the leaders of Caterham Hill and Chaldon district for taking us and 
the staff at Godstone Farm for making it happen!

Caterham Hill and Chaldon 
district had a fun packed District 
Day at Godstone Farm on 30th 
April. We were super lucky to 
have bright sunshine all day and 
not even a drop of rain!



Horley East district did a private hire at 
Cineworld Crawley on Saturday 2nd June 
for over 100 Rainbows, Brownies, Guides 
and Leaders. We enjoyed popcorn in the 
munch boxes and everyone was so very 
good through a very long movie. It was a 
fantastic experience to see this magical 
movie together.

The Little Mermaid:
Horley East District

We travelled up by train, joining thousands 
walking to the stadium. "The journey was busy 
but the stadium was really nice. It was a great 
family friendly environment, and the rugby 
was great," said Milly. We all had an amazing 
̥̞̖̚˟ б˺̥ ̨̤̒ ̗̦̟ ̥̠ ̨̥̙̒̔ ̖̦̤̖̓̔̒ ̥̙̖̣̖ ̨̖̣̖ 
so many things happening at once.  England 
scored lots of tries and we did a Mexican 
̨̧̖̒˒в ˲̟̟̖̝̒̓ ̖̒̕̕̕˟ 

4th Epsom Brownies,
 7th Epsom Guides, 
Epsom Division Rangers

1 Rainbow, 4 Brownies, 9 Guides, 
1 Ranger and 6 Leaders joined a 
record breaking 58 thousand 
people at Twickenham to see 
the Red Roses beat France to 
̨̟̚ ̥̙̖ ̠̞̖̟̈Я̤ ̩̄̚ ˿̥̠̟̤̒̚ ̟̚ 
May.



1st  Hawthorns 
Rainbows

̖̈ Ю˴̠̝̠̦̣̖̕ ̠̦̣ ̞̠̠̕Я ̟̒̕ 
exploring our feelings by 
thinking about what makes us 
feel happy, sad, nervous and 
confused!

Our teddies went all over the world this week! We made passports, talked about what 
we would need to pack and then visited the different countries to get a stamp.

We had great fun today 
making Easter biscuits! We 
have some budding cake 
decorators in the making! ̙̤̅̚ ̨̖̖̜ ̨̤̒ ̥̙̖ ̨̟̠̤̃̒̓̚Я ̙̠̖̔̔̚˟  

The girls voted for a movie night and 
enjoyed their fruit cocktails as they 
watched a movie of their choice.



1st  South Nutfield
 Rainbows 

Our favourite game at 1st South Nutfield  Rainbows is 
˘˹̖̘̖̙̠̘̤̕Я˟  ̟̖̀ ̘̣̝̚ ̘̠̖̤ ̟̥̠̚ ̠̦̣ ̜̥̙̖̟̔̚ ̨̥̙̚ ̟̒ 
adult at the door; the rest run round until they hear 
'are there any hedgehogs?'. At this point, they all get to 
the floor as a hedgehog and we cover them with a 
blanket.
The girl in the kitchen comes out to guess who it is.
They can ask questions to help. (No touching of the 
hedgehog/blanket!) A great game for time filling or 
getting to know each other.

Epsom Division
Rainbow Fun Day 

A great number of very excited Rainbows 
took part in the Epsom division Rainbow 
Fun Day in June! The theme was ladybirds 
and the Rainbows enjoyed lots of ladybird -
related crafts, games and food. Thanks to 
our division rainbow section adviser, 
Andrea Vaughan and her team for 
organising this super event.



7th  & 8 th  Epsom
Rainbows 7th & 8th Epsom (St Barnabas) 

Rainbows held a sponsored silence at 
our campsite to raise funds for Little 
Acres Lodge . The girls had fun making 
dotty pictures while they stayed silent 
for 30 minutes. They were absolutely 
brilliant and one Rainbow enjoyed it so 
much that she asked if we could do it 
again! The support from the parents 
was magnificent (despite doubts that 
their daughters could possibly be 
quiet for that long!) and the 32 
Rainbows taking part raised an 
amazing total of £891.50.  The 
Rainbows are looking forward to 
holding unit sleepovers at the Lodge!

At the end of the spring 
term Ashtead Rainbows 
were please to present 
two gold awards. Sophie 
from 3rd Ashtead 
Rainbows read us a 
wonderful poem about 
her time in rainbows, 
whilst Nancy from 2nd 
Ashtead Rainbows 
managed to earn all 12 
interest badges during 
her time as a rainbow. 

2nd  and 3 rd  Ashtead 
Rainbows 



6 th  and 7 th   Horley,
and 1 st  Burstow 
Rainbows 

6 th  & 7th  Horley and 1 st Burstow Rainbows all 
went off to enjoy what hopefully won't be the 
last Magic & Mayhem at Blacklands  farm. 

Burstow Rainbows were particularly adventurous and stayed in the big top, which 
apparently was enormous fun. It was a swelteringly hot day, but for our first time at 
Magic & Mayhem, all rainbows and leaders had a fabulous time. According to the 
̨̣̟̠̤̒̓̚˝ ̥̙̖ ̙̘̙̝̘̙̥̚̚ ̨̤̒ Ю̧̖̖̣̪̥̙̟̘̚˒Я


