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Welcome to 2024! It is exciting to reflect on everything guiding members in Surrey
East have done in the Autumn/Winter months and look forward to the year ahead.

Congratulations to everyone who completed their leadership development qualification and
particular thanks to Janet Coninx this year for all her hard work to support people through the

transition from the old scheme. In spring of 2024, we will see the introduction of a new young
leader development programme and a similar transition b so young leaders should look out for
that!
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and to see so many girls celebrating completion of their section bronze, silver and gold awards.

You have also shared the many Autumn/Winter trips and residential events with units going to

Legoland Windsor, HMS Belfast, Faurefold holiday house and campsite in Westcott, Parkwood
Campsite in the South Downs and to events at Blacklands and Foxlease . Further afield, it looks
like Epsom Rangers had an incredible trip to Iceland. What an amazing opportunity for them;

and well done to Alex Lorenz who was nominated to attend the national event, Girlguiding

Celebrates at the Odeon Lux in Leicester Square!

In 2023, we presented a total of 52 awards including:

A Silver lion brooches to Lorna Smith for her service to training, and to Dax Patel and Kate Fowles
who finished their term as Division Commissioners,

A County good service awards including one to Janet Coninx (mentioned above), to Tracey
Pettit and Elaine Edwards for their development of the Little Acres in Epsom and to Sue
Sparrow and Clare Hodgson for service to guiding,

A 60 years long service to Anne Collins,

A 50 years long service to Sally Dart and Valerie Tucker,

A 40 years to Tracy Lovell, Pauline Austin and Ronnie Stalley ,

A Plus 30 more awards for volunteers completing 5, 10 and 20 years long service,

A Plus hero awards and thanks badges.

Congratulations and thank you to all our volunteers for the amazing support you give to guiding
in Surrey East. We are suitably proud of all that we have achieved, the fun and adventures we
have shared, and the opportunities our volunteers have given to the girls and young women in
Surrey East and look forward to the year ahead. My thanks to Alexia for producing this
newsletter to showcase what we do and thank you to everyone who contributed to it.

For 2024, | wish you good health, happiness, friendship and fun in guiding.
PS- If you would like to join the fun and become a volunteer in Surrey East, please do
register here . We welcome leaders for our regular meetings, but also have roles for

administrators, event organisers, finance or property management. You don't need to have
been involved in guiding before or have loads of time to make a big difference.

Beverly Heywood - Jones

Surrey East county *
commissioner I
surreyeastcc@btinternet.com

Girlguiding



https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-to-volunteer/

Newly Qualified
Leaders

Congratulations to the

following Leaders who have
completed their Leadership
Qualification or added
modules to their

gualifications since  July 2023.

Leith Hill Division

Downs Heath Division Ameila Hulbert
Yzanne Pepper Karen Head
Laura Strong
Epsom Division Nicola Hamil - chard
Amber Brooks Priya Sharp
Godstone Division Reigate Division
Brogan Fricker Becca Dugdale
Catherine Eckford Bev Garland
Phoebe Leeson Caroline Johnstone
Debbie PeleKani
Emily Rayner
Megan Leigh
Nikki Ford G(Q)
Sam Mitchell I
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New Leadership Development Programme:

Congratulations to Janet Coninx who has done
an amazing job leading the transition from the

old Leadership qualification to the new leadership
development programme. We had 12 months to
ensure that anyone who had started on the old
scheme was able to complete any outstanding
modules by the deadline. This included some
assistant leaders completing their module to
become fully qualified. On 30 ™ September 2023,
the old scheme was finally withdrawn.

Janet was presented a county good service
award at the County day to thank her for this
excellent achievement.




County Photography

Competition Winners

A few months ago, Beverly Heywood - Jones, Surrey East county commissioner,
announced a county - wide photography competition.

Its aim was threefold: to encourage everyone to consider the new GirlGuiding
photography principles __; to increase our stock of quality images to use in social media;
and to have fun.  We would like to thank everyone who took the time to submit their
photos. We received some fantastic entries to this competition and decided to also
include the photography submitted to this edition of the county newsletter.

We were very fortunate to have Abigail Howson as our volunteer judge. Abi was the
full time employed Picture and Video Producer at Girlguiding UK HQ for five years and

is also a leader at 6th Merstham Guides. She is currently the VP at Jellyfish Digital
Group.
Now, it is time to announce the winners. Abi has shared her reflections on the winning

images:

O
great time; it is also about having

a safe place to challenge yourself.
The two photos that | selected as
the winners of the county
photography competition sum

that up perfectly. They show
concentration and determination

to learn and progress, whilst
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2nd Fetcham Rainbows

The judge also selected a special
commendation:

there is a Ic_)vely sense of positivity

in this image and it really shows how

Congratulations also to the

runner - up images b you can find
them throughout the newsletter

by looking for the trophy icon.

5t Reigate Brownies



http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-volunteers/resources/our-brand-and-how-to-use-it/using-images-and-video/

Tadworth Rainbows contribution
to the Remembrance service

Pt Chaldon Guides ready for the Remembrance Parade

—

PoooL. D
Brownies and Guides represented
Epsom Division at Remembrance.
The Guides made the wreath in
church and read the prayers.



Y57 L
Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
from Fetcham took part in the
Remembrance service.
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4th Caterham Rainbows and

Brownies helped raise money

for the Royal British Legion. Bt Chaldon Guides braved a cold and wet
morning to sell poppies in a local supermarket.




South Godstone have all made poppies for their
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Lingfield, Oxted &
South Godstone

Rainbows S\

Rainbows in Lingfield, Oxted and
South Godstone have been hard at
work earning their badges.
Congratulations to these girls who
achieved bronze, silver or gold
awards.

We wish the girls who are moving
up to Brownies the best of luck in
the new year!
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' Lingfield, Oxted, South Godstone
and Hurst Green Rainbows

65 rainbows from Lingfield, Oxted, South Godstone and Hurst Green came together
for a party. They enjoyed party games, food and watched a Punch and Judy show.
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7t Horley - ,

ﬂ X

xxxxx

Ral n bOWS hit aond’ we }nanaged to achieve threé ‘
different activities in one night. The girls
//\\ were really engaged for the whole

evening which was lovely.
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The girls have also used screw drivers to change batteries, made and fixed holes,
and enjoyed underwater fireworks.

In addition to the programme
activities, we participated in the
Remembrance parade, where
the girls were so well behaved,
patient and respectful.

We went to see Wish at
Cineworld with 120 other
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides
from Horley East. Everyone had a
great time and loved the badge.

At Christmas time, we made a jar
for Reindeer Noses and enjoyed
an escape room.




3rd and 6 th Merstham
Rainbows

3 and 6 ™ Merstham Rainbows
enjoyed a brilliant bushcraft day at
Jordan Heights Scout Camp on
Reigate Hill.

30 Rainbows took part in sucker
archery, climbing wall, firefighting,
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4 th Cate rh am Three Rainbows at 4 ™ Caterham

received their bronze awards before

Ral n bOWS they fly up to Brownies in January.
They have brought bags of
//‘\\ enthusiasm for every activity over
the last two years, and they have
certainly kept their promise, as they

have grown in confidence and kind
and thoughtful leadership.
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2nd Fetcham
Rainbows AN\

2"d Fetcham Rainbows had a lovely
evening at Faurefold back in the
summer, trying the low ropes. They
all did amazingly well, and had a
great time, followed by cake!




3rd Redhill
Rainbows

Many thanks to Janette

Chapman for running 3 ™ Redhill
Rainbows for the last 6 years.
Janette has loved running the
weekly meetings for the girls,
including crafting, singing and
getting out in nature. Taking the
girls to Magic and Mayhem at
Blacklands Farm was a definite
highlight! Thank you Janette!
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2nd Fetcham
Rainbows

2nd Fetcham Rainbows filled

wellies with flowers to give to
their friends and neighbours

as acts of kindness.
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6t Horley
Rainbows

6" Horley Rainbows visited Pets at
Home and took part in a session
where they got to handle some of
the animals and learn about animal
care. The girls had a great time.

2"d Horley
Rainbows

Our very hard - working DC at
Horley East, Helen Prosser,
reopened 2 " Horley Rainbows
in June 2023. This is a fantastic
achievement for our district.

The new Rainbows are having

a great time and the unit
already has a waiting list! Here
is a picture of them all doing
their promise together.

As well as this Helen took her
Brownie unit (2 " Horley) and
6™ Horley Rainbows to enjoy
what could be a last visit to
Blackland Farm in November
to the Superheroes weekend.




Ath Caterham

Rainbows

and Brownies
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moment was enablmg a
Brownie with speech and
language difficulties to
make her promise. We
supported her by learning
the promise in sign
language, but to the
amazement of us all she
said it out loud.
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With 4 th Caterham Rainbows, you can't really go wrong
with food, so we made fruity rainbow kebabs to
encourage them to do their Fruit & Veg badge. We also
made the time - honoured bonfire biscuit. The Brownies
asked to make them too!

We sold poppies and completed the Communicate 2
Skillsbuilder as well as enjoying the "Room in a box"
UMA, which led to us awarding a Gold, four Silver and a
Bronze awards at the end of term.

During the summer, some of our oldest Brownies were
invited to join the Guides at camp for a day; fire
lighting and befriending animals (albeit worms) was
very much enjoyed. On the same day, we awarded
Bumblebee with her Leadership badge and then
waved her off to pastures new on the south coast.

In October half term, we joined with 9th Caterham on
our annual week - end away, enjoying a theme of 'on
the farm'. There may have been tree climbing when
the sun came out. As ever these things don't happen
without the adults, and we are immensely grateful to
Hippo for all the activities she comes up with!
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4th gand 9 t

9t Epsom Brownies, along with
some Brownies from 4 ™ Epsom,

E pSO m B rownies had a sleepover at Legoland
Windsor in August 2023. We
Q arrived on a Friday morning and
were met by the amazing
Legoland team who settled us

into our home for the night: the
Legoland Education Centre.

We then spent the day
exploring the theme park,
going on lots of rides,
watching the Pirate show
and eating ice lollies. The
day ended with a pizza
dinner and our own private
4D film showing. The next
morning, we enjoyed a Lego
Robotics workshop and then
got to spend more time on
rides before heading home,
all absolutely exhausted!




2hd and 12t
Dorking Brownies

Caga Tio from Catalonia

oth Epsom
Brownies

| was invited to help at a sleepover for

2nd and 12 Dorking Brownies. The
sleepover was held at  Faurefold and the
theme was 'Christmas around the world'.

The Brownies started by making lovely

star lanterns, called Parol decorations,
from the Philippines. They then had a
BBQ on the beach in Australia before
visiting Sweden to make angel chimes,
Italy to make a nativity scene in the

snow, Norway to make a gnome and
Germany to make an origami Christmas
tree. Before going to bed, they were
introducedto Caga Tio from Catalonia.
He is a log that 'poops' gifts!

Sadly | had to leave early the following
morning as | had booked on a course to
renew my First Aid qualification. |
therefore missed making gingerbread
and decorating a gingerbread house
and enjoying some lovely nativity
activities from Israel. However, even
though | wasn't there, | do know that
Gaga Tio did leave gifts for the Brownies
and | think this is because he enjoyed
his drink and biscuits, which the
Brownies left out for him.

5th Dorking Brownies Leader

9t Epsom Brownies visited Epsom Fire Station
in November 2023. We were shown around the
outside and inside of the fire engine by Green
Watch and had the chance to ask lots of
guestions. We then tested our aim with the fire
hose on the training tower. Everyone got a
scare when the fire crew tested the sirens!




15t Ewell Village
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Brownies 8
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an Icelandic evening celebrating our
Epsom Rangers who had come back from
their amazing trip to Iceland. To fundraise
for their adventure, the Rangers created a
great challenge and the Brownies
completed enough activities to be awarded
one of their special Iceland badges!

South Godstone
Brownies &)

Congratulations to Morgan
from South Godstone
Brownies for achieving her
gold award. Well done!.



