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Welcome
Welcome to all in Surrey East Girlguiding 
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers across Surrey East have had so many 
amazing adventures throughout the spring and summer terms.

Congratulations to the girls who have completed programme theme awards for their 
section and have been awarded their gold, silver and bronze awards and a huge thank
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 you to the leaders who supported them.  Particular well done to anyone who completed all 
the interest badges Ь ̥̙̥̒Я̤ ̞̫̟̘̒̒̚˟  ̖̈ ̧̙̖̒ ̞̠̣̖ ̘̖̤̓̒̕ ̠̞̟̘̔̚ ̤̠̠̟ ̥̠̠ ̤̠ ̘̖̥ ̣̖̪̒̕ 
̗̠̣ ̟̒ ̧̖̖̟ ̘̘̖̣̓̚ ̙̝̝̖̟̘̖̔̒˒   ˺̥Я̤ ̝̤̠̒ ̣̖̝̝̪̒ ̘̣̖̥̒ ̥̠ ̤̖̖ ̟̒ ̣̥̝̖̒̔̚ ̗̣̠̞ ˲̞̖̝̒̚ ˙˴̡̖̝̒ 
Guide). As a girl - led organisation, it would be great to see a few other newsletter features 
from our young members.

Congratulations to all our volunteers who received awards, particularly to Mary Zoeller who 
received the prestigious county silver lion for all that she achieved in her 7 years as Epsom 
Division commissioner.  Also, to Rachel King and Jackie Huitson  who received good service 
awards and to Cathy McDonough who received a thanks badge.  We also recognised long 
service awards with Janette Chapman, Anne Bowdery  and Sarah Anderson receiving 40 
years long service, Chrissie Harwood and Amanda Rayner receiving 30 years and Lynn Martin 
and Fiona Peach receiving 10 years and to those who received 5 years. We are really very 
proud of everyone for all the service they give.  Thank you to everyone for being so generous 
in their support and commitment to guiding in Surrey East.

You will see that some of the region events have certainly kept us busy.  It's exciting to see 
members across all sections out and about making an impact:
ÅAnimal Adventures was a special challenge for all units across the region for them to visit a 

zoo, farm, wildlife park or aquarium around the same weekend.  Some great pictures of our 
units with animals visiting their meetings and days out to the local farm or zoo.  A great 
badge too! 

ÅBounce was a challenge introduced as 2024 is a leap year.  To gain the badge, units could 
physically leap, jump, bounce or explore other activities around this theme.  How fantastic 
for Epsom division to do a sleepover at the trampoline park and great to see units trying to 
jump together too.

Scoutabout  is a triennial county - wide activity weekend for Scouts and Guides with over 6000 
participants.  We attended in June and as the pictures show, nearly all our Guide units took 
part and had an incredible time.  The feedback has been phenomenal.  Next year Surrey 
Scouts have invited us to Bazzaz, an activity day for Rainbows and Beavers.  I really hope that 
lots of Rainbow units take up this opportunity too.
 

My thanks to everyone who shared what they have been doing for 
inclusion in this newsletter.  It is right that we are proud of what we 
all do which is thanks to the 920 volunteers who run our weekly 
meetings, events and residentials and all those that lend their 
support as commissioners, advisers, trainers, ID verifiers, helpers.    If 
you are reading this and would like to join in the 
fun Ь please do register on the Girlguiding website.

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-to-volunteer/


Congratulations to Fi Exley from 1st Merstham Brownie unit and 
Helen Mallison from 2 nd  South Nutfield  Brownie unit who have 
completed the leadership scheme since the last edition of the 
county newsletter.

We had a joint training day at 
Faurefold  with Surrey West. The 
trainers provided all of the mandated 
webinars  in a face - to - face session.  
It was a great day and lots of fun. 

Ю˺ ̧̝̠̖ ̥̙̖ ˽̖̘̠ ̣̜̤̓̔̚ ̡̖̣̤̠̟̝̝̪̒˟ ˺̥ 
was an ice breaker activity -  to work 
̥̠̘̖̥̙̖̣ ̥̠ ̘̖̥ ̥̠ ̨̜̟̠ ̖̙̒̔ ̠̥̙̖̣Я

Leader  Development

If you want to be a mentor or want to know  more  
-  then get in touch with Janet Coninx  at 
lqsurreyeast@gmail.com

Just a reminder the leaders in training 
can complete the e - learning modules 
in any order and can start these  before 
being allocated  a mentor. There are 
five mandated webinars which need to 
be completed and leaders can join any 
region webinars via the learning 
platform . We are planning to hold 
another training day so keep an eye out 
the website for more information. 



Scoutabout  2024

A triennial event for Surrey Scouts and Guides

Scoutabout  took place over a mainly 
sunny weekend at the end of June, with 
over two hundred activities all over the 
campsite. Over 4500 young people, 1200 
leaders and 300 volunteer helpers took 
part. The activities included driving, 
caving, climbing, zorbing, a talent show, 
army assault course, human table 
football, escape rooms, astrology tent, 
wonky bikes, circus skills, wood turning, 
bungee run, a dunk tank and even scuba 
diving -  to name just a few. Kayaking and 
paddleboarding were available off site.

Scoutabout  is a wonderful 
opportunity for young people to 
enjoy an activities weekend with a 
festival vibe. They are completely 
free to explore the site and choose 
what activities they want to do. 
They can mix with Guides and 
Scouts from all over Surrey, thus 
broadening their experience of 
Guiding and Scouting. Who knows -  
this may even whet their appetites 
for even larger events.

It was amazing to watch the young 
members grow in confidence as the 
weekend progressed. In the evenings 
we were entertained by bands Sour Kix, 
Doubting Thomas and The Ariston. 
During the weekend Surrey Scouts 
signed a covenant with the British Army 
to provide support to members and 
their families. 



The next one will be in 
2027.   Looking forward 
to it already!!

The event ended with a 
flag ceremony with 
everyone in the main 
arena.  Seeing everyone 
in their uniform and the 
parade of flags is an 
incredible thing and 
enables us all to reflect 
on the amazing  
weekend we spent 
together. 

None of this could have happened 
without the hard work and 
dedication of the organising team. 
Our reps were Jane Luff and Mary 
Zoeller. A huge thank you to the 
whole team  for ensuring that we all 
enjoyed a stress - free weekend and 
were looked after by the service 
teams.  Special mention must go to 
Russ and his bog squad, a thankless 
task but one that was completed 
very well and all of them had smiles 
on their faces the whole weekend.

A vote of thanks must go 
to all the volunteers in 
Surrey East who ensured 
the Guides had a fantastic 
time. Not just the leaders 
who camped: we had 
activity helpers, home 
contacts, tent pitchers and 
strikers, admin support 
and of course partners 
and families who keep the 
home fires burning whilst 
we go off and play.





Scoutabout  2024

5 th  Dorking Guides1st Capel Guides

1st Chaldon Guides

7th Horley East Guides

2nd Stoneleigh Guides



Godstone leaders

Walton - on - the - Hill leaders

Leith Hill Division Leatherhead Division

Chloe and Lindsay with 
our county standard

Isabel carrying the 
Epsom standard

1st Woodmansterne  Village Guides



We went to Scoutabout  and had 
a great time. Some very 
dedicated Guides queued for 
paddleboarding tickets, some 
tried scuba, lots did the dunk 
tank, a couple did shooting, plus 
loads of crafts, games and 
challenges.  
7th Horley East Guides

Happy 5 th  Dorking and Capel Guides at Scoutabout  



Leaders and Service Term 
at Scoutabout  2024

A young Leader volunteering on the First Aid 
team with two of her colleagues

Chaldon leaders getting involved!

DJ Epsom Ranger Olivia!



̠̞̖̄ ̠̗ ̦̣̣̖̪̄ ˶̤̥̒Я̤ ̟̣̖̝̖̔̓̚̕̚ ̝̖̖̣̤̒̕ ̥̒ Scoutabout  2024.



1st Chaldon Guides had an amazing time at Scoutabout  2024! Roll on 2027!

How does it get back in the bag ?

Epsom enjoying some exceptional catering!





Over the weekend of 22 - 23rd  June 2024, Rainbows, Brownies, 
Guides, Rangers and young leaders took part in ˽̒̄˶̃Я̤ Animal 
Adventure challenge by visiting a zoo, wildlife park or aquarium. 

˳̥̥̖̣̤̖̒̒ ̣̜́̒ ˴̙̝̣̖̟̚̕Я̤ ̠̠̋ 
welcomed a group of Guides 
from Epsom division and 
Girlguiding Staffordshire to take 
part in our first ever Share Savvy 
workshop. The group included a 
member from every section of 
the Girlguiding family, from 
Rainbows all the way up to 
leaders. The group learned 
about how to be responsible on 
social media, the problems with 
the exotic pet trade and how to 
identify posts which may harm 
wild animal populations. They 
also enjoyed a guided tour of 
the zoo. Thank you to LaSER for 
providing an Animal Adventure 
grant.



Horley East Rainbows 
and Brownies

86 Rainbows and Brownies from 
Horley East descended on Tilgate  
Nature Centre on Saturday for 
Animal Adventure Weekend. The 
talk and hands - on session was 
amazing. Everyone had a lovely 
time seeing all the animals.



3rd  and 6 th  
Merstham
 Rainbows

3rd  and 6 th  Merstham Rainbows had an 
amazing animal adventure at Godstone. 
The girls fed pigs, sheep, goats, alpacas, 
Highland cows, ponies and a horse. They 
also met reptiles, a tortoise and a baby 
turkey. There was hog - racing, playing, ice 
creams, singing and of course a badge!



4 th  Caterham
Rainbows and 
Brownies 

4 th  Caterham Rainbows and Brownies were 
delighted to welcome Anna and her friends 
from The Dragon Shelter for their Big Animal 
Adventure.  By the end of the evening almost 
everyone had conquered their fear of 
reptiles.. and the grown - ups were very brave 
too! A huge thank you to the LaSER Animal 
Adventure fund for making this possible!



Awards

Congratulations to all the Rainbows, Brownies and Guides in Surrey East 
who have achieved their Bronze, Silver and Gold awards this year!
Here are some highlights of girls who have put lots of hard work into 
completing these awards.

1st Ashtead Rainbows  awarded a Gold award 
to Phoebe at the end of the summer term. 

Ю̙̟̜̅̒ ̪̠̦ ̤̠ ̞̦̙̔ ̗̠̣ ̧̖̖̣̪̥̙̟̘̚ ̪̠̦ ̠̕ ̗̠̣ 
the girls! It is the only club that Phoebe has 
consistently wanted to show up to and not 
̧̖̖̣ ̞̤̤̚˒Я

7th  Bookham Brownies were 
very pleased to celebrate 
Sophie and Poppy with their 
Silver awards this term.



2nd  Fetcham 
Rainbows were 
very excited 
and pleased to 
award two of 
their Rainbows 
with their 
Bronze awards. 
The first ones 
that we have 
achieved! 
Chloe and Ella 
have both 
worked very 
hard, and are 
on their way to 
Brownies now.

These 1st Chaldon Guides were 
awarded their Guide Bronze awards.

1st Chaldon Guides 
awarded their first 
ever Guide Silver 
award! This award 
went to Matilda who 
has shown ongoing 
commitment to 
Girlguiding over the 
years as a Rainbow, 
Brownie and a 
Guide. We look 
forward to being 
̡̣̥̒ ˾̥̝̒̒̚̕Я̤ ̪̠̦̟̘ 
leader journey.

Our first two Rainbows in our unit     
5 th  Caterham Rainbows have 
achieved their Rainbow Gold award. 
Both girls have worked very hard.

Two Gold awards were 
presented this summer 
at 2 nd  Woodmansterne  
Brownies.



Sophie is the first Brownie in 7 th  
Bookham Brownies to achieve 
the Brownie Gold award. Barn 
Owl presented her with her 
badge and certificate at their 
meeting this week. 

̡̠̙̖̄̚ ̤̪̤̒ Ю˺ ̛̖̟̠̪̖̕ ̥̙̖ 
Mindfulness badge. And I enjoy 
sewing, so I made a special bag 
for the unit to keep the units 
promise ceremony quilt and 
̨̠̠̝̟̒̕̕ ̟̞̝̤̒̒̚ ̟̚˟Я
Thank you to Barn Owl for all her 
support she gave to Sophie to 
enable her to be so successful. 
Also, a very proud Nana!

Awards

3rd Ashtead Rainbows
Congratulations to Liv  (middle) 
who achieved her Rainbow Gold 
award at the end of the Spring 
Term. She said she has really 
enjoyed her Rainbow journey and 
was sad to leave but is now 
enjoying a new adventure as a 
Brownie.

7th Horley East Guides
Millie, is our first guide to get her Gold Award.  
Unusually, Millie didn't go to Brownies and 
started with us at 10; she did Guides all the 
way through lockdown and in a final push 
during her last few months at Guides, she 
did the bulk of the interest badges needed.  
She's now helping at Rainbows and we 
couldn't be prouder of her! 



1st Ashtead Brownies had a visit from our local MP, Chris Grayling, to present a 
special Gold Award. 

Ellie joined 1st Ashtead Brownies in Autumn term 2021 and during her time with us, 
Ellie has demonstrated her ability to be a great Brownie who has kept to her 
Brownie promise and the Guide law. As a unit, we are most proud of her interest 
badge achievements, where Ellie has successfully completed all 18 Interest 
badges, rather than just the 6 interest badges required. 

To complete all 18 Interest badges, which are completed independently at home, is 
a tremendous achievement. To celebrate this special occasion, we invited Mr 
Grayling to present Ellie with her Gold award.

Awards

At their final meeting of the term, 
Cuddington  Rainbows celebrated 
awards for their three eldest 
Rainbows: Lily, Erin and Shanaya. A 
Gold Award, Siver  Award and a 
Ю̠̤̖̃ ˸̠̝̕Я ˙̧̗̖̚ ̥̙̖̞̖ ̨̣̤̒̒̕˒˚



Caterham Valley district
World Thinking Day afternoon
.

On Sunday 25 th  February, Rainbows, Brownies, 
Guides, Rangers, leaders, and the Trefoil Guild, 
from Caterham Valley district, met to 
celebrate World Thinking Day.

̖̈ ̞̖̥ ̥̒ ̥̄˟ ˻̠̙̟Я̤ ˴̙̦̣̙̔ ˹̝̝̒ ̟̚ 
Caterham, and we put the girls into four 
separate groups . They took part in four 
different activities, gaining a stamp in their 
passport each time they completed a 
different activity to represent a different 
country.

The activities were:

�x ˽̦̟̒Я̤ ˽̖̒̕ ̥̙̖ ̪̈̒ ̖̈̚̕ ˸̞̖̒
�x Clay Tea Light Pots
�x Weaving bookmarks / owls
�x Love Heart Bags

˲̗̥̖̣ ̥̙̖ ̧̥̥̖̤̒̔̚̚̚˝ ̨̖ ̨̖̟̥ ̧̠̖̣ ̥̠ ̥̄˟ ˻̠̙̟Я̤ ˴̙̦̣̙̔˝ ̨̙̖̣̖ ̤̠̞̖ ̠̗ ̥̙̖ ̘̣̝̤̚Я 
parents joined us and we had a short service. Jamie the Vicar of St. John's Church 
̨̖̝̠̞̖̔̕ ̦̤ ̟̒̕ ̥̙̖̟ ̨̖ ̤̟̘̒ ̙̪̞̟̤˝ ̙̒̕ ̡̣̪̖̣̤̒ ̟̒̕ ̛̖̟̠̪̖̕ ̥̜̟̘̒̚ ̡̣̥̒ ̟̚ Ю̙̖̅ 
̙̟̜̟̘̅̚̚ ˵̪̒ ̥̠̣̪̄˟Я ̖̈ ̙̒̕ ̒ ̠̝̝̖̥̠̟̔̔̚ ̦̣̟̘̕̚ ̥̙̖ ̧̤̖̣̖̔̚ ̥̠ ̣̤̖̒̚ ̞̠̟̖̪ ̗̠̣ ̥̙̖ 
World Thinking Day Fund. At the end of service, we renewed our promise, and the 
girls received their Thinking Day Badge. During the service, we presented Mrs Pam 
̣̙̣̀̔̒̕ ̨̥̙̚ ̒ ̡̤̖̝̔̒̚ б̙̟̜̅̒ ̪̠̦в ˳̘̖̒̕ ̗̠̣ ̝̝̒ ̥̙̖ ̪̖̣̤̒ ̥̙̥̒ ̤̙̖ ̙̤̒ ̖̖̟̓ ˵̤̥̣̥̔̚̚ 
Treasurer and District Secretary. 


