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Welcome
Welcome to the Autumn/Winter edition of our Surrey East county 
newsletter and thank you to everyone who contributed to it. 

Beverly Heywood - Jones
Surrey East county 
commissioner
surreyeastcc@btinternet.com

 

As county commissioner, this provides a fantastic opportunity to reflect on the past 
six months and all that we have achieved together.  I am so proud to be a part of 
Girlguiding and to lead Surrey East -  you are all simply amazing! 

We have had some incredible county events this term with Brownie Revels, the 
̠̦̟̘̊ ˽̖̖̣̒̕ ̨̖̖̜̖̟̕ ̟̒̕ ̥̙̖ ˽̖̖̣̤̒̕Я ̨̖̖̜̖̟̕˟ All credit goes to those who 
volunteered to organise these events and you will see what fun was had by 
all.  These events bring us together and give everyone the opportunity to meet new 
friends and experience more of what guiding has to offer. 

̦̣̀ ̨̝̜̟̘̒̚ ̗̝̠̥̒ ̟̚ ̥̙̖ ˽̠̣̕ ˾̪̠̣̒Я̤ ̨̙̠̄ ̨̤̙̠̤̖̔̒̕ ˸̦̟̘̚̕̚˟ Not only was it an 
amazing experience for all those who took part, we also got great coverage on the 
BBC. Congratulations to you if you have completed the leader development 
programme. I hope you enjoy being a leader.  We would love to have a few more 
mentors supporting new leaders, so please do consider this.

˺Я̞ ̡̣̥̦̝̣̝̪̒̔̒̚ ̡̞̣̖̤̤̖̚̕ ̪̓ ̥̙̖ ̡̥̦̣̖̤̔̚ ̥̙̤̚ ̥̞̖̚ ̨̙̙̔̚ ̣̖̝̝̪̒ ̠̕ ̡̥̦̣̖̔̒ ̥̙̖ 
̖̤̤̖̟̖̔ ̠̗ ̨̙̥̒ ̨̖ ̠̕ ̟̚ ̠̦̣ ̞̖̖̥̟̘̤̚˝ ̧̖̖̟̥̤ ̟̒̕ ̣̖̤̖̟̥̝̤̒̚̕̚˟ ˺̥Я̤ ̧̝̠̖̝̪ ̥̠ ̣̖̒̕ 
some of the comments from girls in the articles and how important being a 
member is to them too. 

Congratulations to all our award winners.  Particularly to Alexia and Kayla who were 
recognised at Guiding Celebrates and to our young members who received gold, 
silver and bronze awards.  Also congratulations to those who received long service 
awards particularly Bernie who celebrated 40 years. 

On 26th April we have our county celebration and training day at Horley Baptist 
Church.  It would be great to see you there to enjoy spending some time 
together.  Also please come along to our Coffee and Chats we are holding this term 
-  an informal drop - in to get volunteers together, share your thoughts about guiding 
in Surrey East and chat with some of the county team.

My thanks to Alexia, our newsletter coordinator who has done an awesome job, yet 
again. 

Enjoy the spring and summer terms and hope you 
have lots of lovely stories to share in our next edition. 

To become a volunteer with us, simply select 
the Register now button and enter your details and 
we will contact you to find a role to suit you. 

https://www.girlguidingsurreyeast.org.uk/event/county-celebration-and-training-day/
https://www.girlguidingsurreyeast.org.uk/2025/01/08/surrey-east-county-coffee-and-chat/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-to-volunteer/


Leader  Development 
Programme

We have had a busy 2024. A BIG thank you to all our mentors who have helped 
leaders complete their training.

Have you completed the new scheme and want to help other leaders complete 
their training?  Please get in touch we are always looking for new mentors. A 
mentor is a supportive leader for those in training who carries out five check - ins 
(one for each of the modules and then a final check - in). Could this be you?

Congratulations to those leaders who have completed the leadership scheme 
since the last newsletter:

Cara Byford   1st Bookham Rainbows
Vicky Thornton  1st Hawthorns Brownies
Rachel Avery 4th Reigate Brownies
Demi Hull 2nd Woodmansterne  Brownies

If you are a leader in training and looking to complete the mandated webinars, 
there is a one - day training session on the 2nd  March at Little Acres Epsom. 
Remember you can sign up to e- learning for any area via the learning portal. If 
you have any queries about your training then please get in touch: 
lqsurreyeast@gmail.com

Smarty Owl completed all the training 
and is now officially a Brownie leader at 
1st Merstham Brownies.



˽̠̣̕ ˾̪̠̣̒Я̤ ̨̙̠̄ 

The spectacular walking float themed around a traditional Girlguiding campfire 
was created by event lead Nicky Naughton and got a lot of attention and positive 
comments. The participants were cheered on all the way round and were 
particularly delighted to see lots of Girlguiding groups there who joined in with the 
campfire singing.

The vibrant float was featured on the BBC1 coverage of the event and thanks go to 
the organising team Nicky, Sonia, Kate and Mary and Bev and Mark for supporting 
them.

̙̖̅ ˽̠̣̕ ˾̪̠̣̒Я̤ ̨̙̠̄ 
is the oldest and 
longest civic 
procession in the world . 
This year, nearly 50 
Surrey East Guides, 
Rangers, young leaders 
and leaders were lucky 
enough to be chosen to 
take part representing 
Girlguiding!

Fiona and Jo, from Merstham 
District, were very happy to 
represent Surrey East at the Lord 
Mayor's Show's feeding station. This 
is where thousands of picnic 
lunches for the various participants 
get bagged up in the right 
combinations and numbers. We 
were shadowing Sussex West 
county this year in readiness for it 
being Surrey East's role next year on 
̥̦̣̪̄̒̒̕ ˩̥̙ ˿̧̠̖̞̖̣̓ ˣˡˣ˦˟ ˺̥Я̤ ̒ 
great event to be part of, but please 
note you will need to be fit and able 
to lift heavy boxes. Be prepared to 
stand outside in potentially wet and 
cold weather from early in the 
morning until after lunch (six or 
more  ̙̠̦̣̤˚˟ ̠̄ ̪̠̦Я̝̝ ̝̤̠̒ ̟̖̖̕ ̒ 
̘̣̖̥̒ ̤̖̟̤̖ ̠̗ ̙̦̞̠̦̣˒ ˺̗ ̪̠̦Я̕ ̝̜̖̚ 
to help please email Fiona Exley 
on: Smartie.Owl.Exley@gmail.com



Lingfield Guides decorated cakes for remembrance.

9 th  Caterham Brownies decorated pebbles for 
Remembrance Sunday.  It was a relaxing 
evening after a busy day at work for the leaders, 
and everyone left with a smile on their face.

1st ˶̨̖̝̝ ̝̝̘̖̇̒̚ ˙̥̄ ˾̣̪̒Я̤˚ 
leaders helped to sell 
poppies for The Royal British 
Legion Poppy Appeal in 
Bourne  Hall, Ewell.

Remembrance Day



Remembrance Day

1st  Chaldon Guides ready for their 
remembrance parade

3rd  Merstham Rainbows took part in our 
community act of remembrance

Rainbows, Brownies and Guides from 
Fetcham after their remembrance service

6 th  Merstham Guides at All Saints 
remembrance parade

9 th  Caterham Brownies.  My young leader did a 
superb job while I was at another church 

watching my son in the Air Cadets
Representing Ashtead District 
at the remembrance parade



Effingham Guides 
and Brownies 
joined Scouts and 
Cubs at St 
Lawrence Church 
in Effingham for 
the remembrance 
parade and 
service to honour 
those that gave 
their lives for our 
peace

Remembrance Day

5 th  Dorking Guides ready for the parade

Wreath laying,
5 th  Dorking 
Guides

Brownie and Guide flag bearers 
at St Marys Church Ewell Village 
representing Epsom Division

1st and 3 rd  Ashtead Rainbows

Chaldon and 
Caterham 
Guides raising 
money for The 
Poppy Appeal



Ewell Yule

Epsom leaders braved the rain 
to join Ewell Rotary collecting 
for local charities. They also 
̡̠̞̟̖̒̔̔̒̚̕ ˶̡̤̠̞ ̠̥̣̪̃̒Я̤ 
Tilly the Train who led the way 
as Father Christmas and his 
elves walked the streets raising 
money. Another great way for 
Girlguiding to work together 
with other organisations raising 
our profile and helping the 
local community.

Epsom Leaders also helped at the 
annual Ewell Yule event in Ewell 
Village, manning the first aid/lost 
children tent and also the lolliland  
̟̒̕ Ю̘̦̖̤̤ ̥̙̖ ̟̞̖̒ ̠̗ ̥̙̖ 
̘̠̣̘̖̠̦̤ ˳̨̣̠̟̖̚Я  ̤̥̝̝̒˟ ̙̖̪̅ ̨̖̣̖ 
delighted to welcome the Mayor 
and Mayoress of Epsom and Ewell 
as well as local MP Helen Maguire 
to their stall!

3rd  Merstham Rainbows

7th  Bookham 
Brownies made 
poppies out of 
pipe cleaners



Moana 2

Merstham district sailed away to Motunui  with 
Moana 2. Just over 100 Rainbows, Brownies 
and Guides took over a screen in The Light, 
Redhill.

Girlguiding has been 
collaborating with ODEON 
to offer special screenings 
of films featuring strong 
female leads, providing 
memorable experiences 
for members across the 
UK.

˲̤̙̥̖̒̕ ̤̥̣̥̔̕̚̚Я̤ 
Rainbows, Brownies and 
Guides enjoyed watching 
б˾̠̟̒̒ ˣв ̥̒ ̥̙̖ ̀˵˶̀˿ 
Epsom. 

1st Ashtead Brownies



Caterham Valley District Camp

з

In July, Caterham Valley District held a 
weekend camp at Paxwood  Lodge, Kent. 
We camped on the woodland campsite, 
and we were incredibly lucky with the 
dry weather all weekend! For a lot of the 
girls, this was their first time camping.  

During the weekend, the girls enjoyed taking part in a 
variety of different activities including trampolining, 
going on the zip wire, playing in the adventure 
playground, orienteering, nature trail and taking part in 
̟̥̦̣̖̒ ̥̙̖̞̖̕ ̧̥̥̖̤̒̔̚̚̚ ̟̚ ˿̟̒̚Я̤ ˲̧̥̥̪̔̚̚ ˹̦̥˟ ̟̀ ̥̙̖ 
Saturday, the Rainbows came to visit for the day, and 
the girls enjoyed doing some pond dipping and crafts. 
On Saturday night the girls really enjoyed the campfire, 
singing a variety of campfire songs and toasting 
̨̞̣̤̙̞̝̝̠̤̒̒ ̧̠̖̣ ̥̙̖ ̗̣̖̚˝ ̟̒̕ ̞̜̟̘̒̚ Юsmores .

Epsom Mural
The amazing mural in Epsom town centre that members of 
Girlguiding Epsom division worked on recently has now been 
completed. The team worked with street artists Positive Arts to 
revitalise a tired walkway with a community mural depicting 
̤̘̟̗̟̥̔̒̚̚̚ ̨̠̞̖̟ ̗̣̠̞ ˶̡̤̠̞ ̟̒̕ ˶̨̖̝̝Я̤ ̦̝̥̦̣̝̔̒ ̟̒̕ ̙̤̥̠̣̔̚̚ 
past. They even included a Girlguiding trefoil in the design!



GirlGuiding  Star

Poppy of 10 th  Epsom Rainbows 
was awarded the Girlguiding 
Surrey East Guiding Star badge 
recently. Poppy was very brave 
and calm when a family 
emergency occurred and she 
had to raise the alarm and get 
help to call an ambulance in the 
middle of the night. Well done 
Poppy, everyone is very proud of 
you!

Merstham District

A group of Brownies and Guides 
from Merstham district were 
invited to the KSS Air Ambulance 
base at Redhill Aerodrome to 
learn about what they do and for 
the launch of the new region 
'mission pack' and badge.



Awards

Congratulations to all the Rainbows, Brownies and Guides in Surrey East 
who have achieved their Bronze, Silver and Gold awards this year!
Here are some highlights of girls who have put lots of hard work into 
completing these awards.

A big well done to Emily 
of 1st Ashtead Rainbows 
who worked so hard 
over the past two years, 
not only did she earn all 
12 interest badges but 
she was also presented 
with her Rainbow Gold 
Award at her last 
Rainbow session!  

10th  Redhill Brownies recently had six girls complete their 
Gold award. These girls have enjoyed so many activities and 
adventures, during their three years at Brownies. For the final 
elements of their gold award, they ran a variety of activities: 
making armpit fudge, hot chocolate cones, mini piñata, 
̠̣̘̞̒̚̚ ̠̠̜̞̣̜̤̓̒ ̟̒̕ ̝̖̣̟̟̘̒̚ ̒ ̟̖̒̔̕ ̣̠̦̥̟̖̚˝ ЮS̥̣̥̝̪̔̚Я 
style! They have already enjoyed a fantastic trial evening at 
10th Redhill Guides where they rainbow dipped candles and 
carried out rainbow experiments. They are all looking 
forward to the next stage of their Girlguiding adventure.



з

Our first 3 Guide Gold Awards at 6 th  
Merstham Guides: 
They all joined the term before we all 
went into lockdown, they have 
experienced regular guide meetings, 
online and socially distanced meetings 
outside freezing cold! All 3 have 
embraced all the challenges Guides 
have given them over the last 4 years 
and are looking forward to Rangers 
after Christmas. Well done girls!

Awards

з

Congratulations to three girls from 
3rd  Oxted Guides, Erin, Holly and 
Amber for achieving their gold 
award! Well done girls!

Congratulations to Annabel of 4 th   
Stoneleigh Brownies for achieving the 
̙̘̙̖̤̥̚ ̨̣̒̒̕ ̟̚ ˳̨̣̠̟̖̤̚˟ ̙̖̄Я̤ ̝̤̠̒ ̟̒ 
exceptional baker too according to her 
unit leaders! 
What a talented Brownie -  well done 
Annabel!

8 th  Epsom (St Barnabas) 
Rainbows celebrated the 
completion of two Gold awards 
this evening. Congratulations to 
Willow and Isla who both did 
lovely presentations telling us 
about their Rainbow journey and 
shared the things they are looking 
forward to when they go to 
Brownies.



Awards

On Friday 6 th  December, two 7 th  
Caterham (St John) Guides 
were presented with their Silver 
Award, the first Guides to 
achieve this in our unit.  They are 
just one Skills Builder and their 
Outdoor Challenge away from 
completing their Gold Award 
when we will have a big 
celebration.

Four Brownies from 2 nd  
Caterham Brownies received 
their Gold Award. They have all 
worked really hard. These are 
the first Brownies in our district 
to receive Gold Awards. Nicola 
Edwards district commissioner 
for Caterham Valley District, 
came to the unit meeting to 
present the awards to the girls.

2nd  Fetcham Rainbows have been pleased 
and very proud to give out Bronze and 
Silver awards this term. All the Rainbows 
have worked hard for their badges.

1st Fetcham Guides gave out 
their first ever silver award.



Rainbows



2nd  Fetcham 
Rainbows

On Saturday, despite the 
weather and having 
completed the necessary risk 
assessment, we braved it to 
visit Santa at the Leatherhead 
miniature railway.

We had a great morning, 
splashing in puddles, going on 
̥̣̟̒̚ ̣̖̤̚̕˝ ̧̤̥̟̘̚̚̚ ̟̥̄̒̒Я̤ 
grotto to collect presents and 
see the elves, and having hot 
chocolate and marshmallows.

The girls all were very happy, a 
lot of laughter and great fun!

Oxted Rainbows

Oxted Rainbows had fun in the autumn leaves.


