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Welcome
Welcome to all in Surrey East Girlguiding.

It is such an amazing thing to see  the  spring/summer edition of the Surrey East 
county newsletter which highlights what we have been up to in recent months. 
Thank you to everyone who shared their stories. 

What a fabulous day May - Hem was, giving the opportunity for units of all 
sections to come together for an activity day at the South of England 
showground.  We also loved Musigals , a county musical extravaganza at 
Leatherhead Theatre, with delightful performances from members of all ages. 
Well done to everyone who supported these events and also  VE Day, Thinking 
Day and lots of events in our local communities.

With nearly 200 units in Surrey East, I know that this is a summary of what we do 
best and really hope that it inspires you. Thank you to every volunteer for 
everything you do. Just looking at all the smiling faces, we know that we are 
helping girls and young women in Surrey East to know that they can do anything. 
There is so much to celebrate and be proud of, particularly seeing our young 
members achieving their section gold awards!  

Congratulations to our newly qualified leaders and to all our award winners, 
particularly to Poppy who received the Guiding Star, Debbie who completed her 
̦̖̖̟̂Я̤ ˸̦̖̚̕ ̨̣̒̒̕ ̟̒̕ ̥̠ ̧̖̖̣̪̠̟̖ ̨̙̠ ̧̣̖̖̖̔̚̕ ˽̠̟̘ ̧̖̣̖̄̔̚ ̨̣̤̒̒̕ -  
particularly Jeanette Ralph, Michelle Hall and Jocelyn Fallows who received 30 
years, to Ann Turnbull and Janet Coninx  who received 40 years and Margaret 
King who celebrated an incredible 60 years. Congratulations also to those who 
received county good service awards for their continued support of Faurefold : 
Margaret King, Val Hickmott, Barry Hickmott and Roo Harmer. Well done to the 
young leaders who have completed the old young leader qualification ahead of 
the final deadline. Lots of young leaders are now working on the young leader 
development programme introduced last year, which is proving to be very 
popular. 

It has been a pleasure to see people out and about and to be part of Guiding in 
Surrey East. Thank you for all you do and enjoy the summer! 

 

Beverly Heywood - Jones
Surrey East county 
commissioner
surreyeastcc@btinternet.com

 



Congratulations to the 
following Leaders who have 
completed their Leadership
Qualification or added 
modules to their qualifications .

Newly qualified 
Leaders

Epsom division
Bethany Hatton, 
12th  Epsom Guides

Godstone division
Maddalena O'Donoghue, 
9 th  Caterham Guides

Leatherhead division
Kelly Headen, 
4 th  Ashtead Brownies
Szilvia Kovacs, 
4 th  Ashtead Brownies

Leith Hill division
Christine Edwards, 
Capel Rainbows

Reigate division
Andrea Hall, 1st South 
Nutfield  Rainbows
Lucinda Mould, 2 nd  South 
Nutfield  Brownies



May - Hem

Massive thank you to everyone who supported May -
Hem -  as a leader, commissioner, adviser, event 
volunteer, unit helper, home contact, parent helper. 
What an amazing day! 

Surrey East had 715 young members there and 153 
volunteers who arrived in 17 coaches, 2 minibuses 
and a few cars. It was great to see so many of you 
there having fun with your units in the sunshine and 
enjoying catching up with each other too! 
Congratulations to those who received awards. 

From Surrey East -  thank you LaSER May - Hem team 
and everyone involved in the planning and 
organisation of the event and also all the VIPs for 
̥̙̖̣̚ ̡̡̤̦̠̣̥˟ ̖̈ ̙̒̕ ̒ ̝̤̥̓̒з˟˒



May - Hem



Awards

Well done to Rose from 1st Capel Guides on 
achieving her gold award. She celebrated her 
̨̣̒̒̕ ̨̥̙̚ Ю̨̠̝̖̓̕ ̧̠̖̣Я˝ ̙̖̣ ̧̗̠̦̣̥̖̒̚ ̣̗̥̔̒ 
activity and homemade shortbread, made by 
Lou, one of the leaders. Congratulations Rose!

Congratulations to Lucy E. and 
Annabel H. from 1st Capel Guides! 
They have completed their Young 
Leader award, helping every week 
with the Guide unit. They also 
volunteered with the Service Crew 
at Scoutabout . They have been 
with Capel Guiding units since 
they were Rainbows. We look 
forward to welcoming them as 
leaders in the future. Thanks to all 
the leaders involves in their 
Guiding journey -  what role 
models you must have been.

Congratulations to Ivy from 
4th Caterham Brownies who 
received her Gold award at 
Easter. Ivy is moving up to 
Guides in September and we 
are delighted that she will 
carry her initiative and 
leadership skills with her.



Awards

Jessie, Mia and Megan from 1 st Capel 
Guides were awarded their GOLD at 
̥̙̖ ̦̟̥̚Я̤ ̡̣̜̝̖̄̒ ̟̒̕ ̙̟̖̄̚ ̡̣̥̪̒ 
˙̨̥̙̚ ̒ Ю̖̖̤̔̒̕̕Я ̥̙̖̞̖) . All three 
girls have been in Guiding since they 
were Rainbows.

Congratulations to Isabelle, 
Rosamund and Simran, 
Young Leaders at 12 th  Epsom 
Guides who have completed 
their Young Leader 
Qualification! Well done!

Congratulations to Charlotte 
from 9 th  Epsom Brownies who 
has earned her Gold award, the 
highest achievement in 
Brownies! Well done  Charlotte ! 
We are very proud of you!



̙̖̄Я̤ ̡̠̞̝̖̥̖̔̕ ̙̖̣ ˸̦̟̘̚̕̚ ˹̤̥̠̣̪̚˝ 
Confectionery, Photography, Meditation, 
Mixology, Navigator, and Be Prepared 
interest badges and was the first member 
of our unit to complete an interest badge 
independently. 

Abbie is about to go on her fifth residential 
with us and has been on many other day 
̡̥̣̤̚ ̟̚ ̙̖̣ ̗̠̦̣ ̪̖̣̤̒ ̨̥̙̚ ̥̙̖ ̦̟̥̚˟ ̙̖̄Я̤ 
also been a Brownie helper at 2 nd  
Leatherhead Brownies for more than three 
years. She moves to Rangers in 
September and will continue as a Young 
Leader with Brownies. Well done  Abbie!

1st Fetcham Guides recently gave out their first ever Gold award! Abbie moved up to 
Guides during lockdown and did her first term totally virtually, then was enrolled at 
one of our earliest socially distanced meetings.

Congratulations to Maddie and Flurr 
from Warlingham district Ranger unit 
who completed their Ranger Gold 
award. We are very proud of them 
and excited to support their journey 
on to the leadership development 
programme.

Awards

2nd  Fetcham had their first gold 
award. One very happy Rainbow!



Congratulations to Poppy of 13th  Epsom Brownies who has been honoured with 
the Guiding Star. This prestigious award recognises exceptional guiding young 
members. We are very proud of her. Poppy showed incredible resilience when 
she was a member of 10 th  Epsom Rainbows by raising the alarm in the middle of 
the night to assist her Mum who was very poorly. The award was presented by 
Region Chief Commissioner, Amanda Teasel who summed up how Poppy, who 
was a Rainbow at the time, had truly lived her promise.

Awards

1st Oxted Brownies ended the term with a Gold 
presentation for three of our Brownies (Emily, 
Gwen & Isabelle) and celebratory teddy 
̖̣̤̓̒Я ̡̟̔̔̚̚˟ ̡̖̝̄̔̒̚ ̞̖̟̥̠̟̚ ̝̤̠̒ ̘̠̖̤ ̥̠ 
Emily who has also managed to complete all 
the interest badges in the badge book.
 

Three more Guides from 3 rd  
Oxted Guides have completed 
their Gold awards. Amy, 
Georgia & Lara were presented 
with their awards at our last 
meeting of this term, and what 
seems to have become a unit 
tradition with unit Gold awards, 
the chocolate fountain made 
its way out again Ь fruit and 
marshmallows all round.



VE Day Ь 10th  Redhill Brownies

We were accompanied by a volunteer from 
Commonwealth War Graves commission who 
told us lots of interesting information about the 
stones, the designs and the people. The girls 
were very interested to know that there is a 
grave there which is for a lady who was in the 
auxiliary territorial service. 

We were very glad to have the opportunity to 
carry out this act of community service and 
remembrance ahead of the 80 th  anniversary of 
VE day.

When Brownies make their 
Girlguiding promise, they promise 
to serve their community. 10 th  
Redhill Brownies carried out service 
to their community by cleaning 
and tidying the Commonwealth 
War Graves at Redstone Cemetery. 
The girls enjoyed taking it in turns 
to fill their buckets with water and 
gently brush the headstones. 



VE Day -  1st  Ewell Village 
˙̥̄ ˾̣̪̒Я̤˚ ˳̨̣̠̟̖̤̚ 

Dressed in red, white and blue, 
we made fabulous union flags, 
went outside to hear the church 
bells with the vicar and enjoyed 
a street party with delicious 
sandwiches and cakes listening 
to some wartime music!

ˢ̤̥ ˶̨̖̝̝ ̝̝̘̖̇̒̚ ˙̥̄ ˾̣̪̒Я̤˚ 
Brownies celebrated the 80 th  
anniversary of VE Day. Rita 
Thompson, an ex - leader in Epsom 
division was aged seven on VE 
Day and she came and spoke to 
the Brownies about her memories 
of that day and answered lots of 
questions. 



Musigals

More than 150 girls and adults from Girlguiding units across Surrey East performed in a 
hugely successful evening of entertainment at Leatherhead Theatre.

Girls and adults performed well known songs from a variety 
of musicals, including The Greatest Showman, Six, The 
Sound of Music, Wicked, Mary Poppins, Matilda and 
Hamilton. The programme included several numbers where 
all the cast members appeared on stage at the same time.

The packed auditorium at Leatherhead Theatre loved the 
show, even calling for an encore of the final group song, 
б̖̙̃̒̔в ̪̓ ̄ ˴̝̦̓ ˨˟

This was the third time that the 
бMusigals в ̧̖̖̟̥ ̙̤̒ ̖̖̟̓ ̙̖̝̕˝ ̨̥̙̚ 
those taking part from groups in 
Fetcham, Reigate, Redhill, Brockham, 
Chelsham  and Oxted. The cast included 
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers and 
Young Leaders, as well as unit leaders 
and members of the Trefoil Guild.



Fetcham and 
Leatherhead district 

Fetcham and Leatherhead district got together for a glassmaking workshop.

4 th  Caterham Brownies were a bit perplexed when we asked each of them to 
colour in a square of paper. There were lots of questions and comments like, 
"It's got a funny pattern on it!" and "Why can't I see the whole picture?" A couple 
of the older Brownies stuck it together using the number code on the back, and 
then.... the big reveal! A great demonstration of how we all look and think and 
work differently, but when we come together we achieve great things!

World Thinking Day



10th  Redhill Brownies celebrated 
World Thinking Day at ICANDO, 
GirlGuiding  HQ, doing activities 
relating to the five world centres. 
We also met the Chief Guide and 
the LaSER Chief Commissioner 
before walking up to Buckingham 
Palace to renew our promise.

World Thinking Day

2nd  and 5 th  
Dorking Guides 
with the Guiding 
Lights for World 
Thinking Day.



World Thinking Day

Guides and Rangers from Epsom division enjoyed an empowerment day 
celebrating World Thinking Day! The fabulous event included sessions on 
motivational art, life skills, car maintenance, finance, sewing, first aid and 
meditation. Thanks to Epsom Rotary for helping run this amazing event and 
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council for supporting us. Everyone (leaders, volunteers 
from Epsom Council, Epsom Rotary and Epsom Trefoil and the Guides, Rangers 
̟̒̕ ̠̦̟̘̊ ˽̖̖̣̤̒̕ ˚ ̝̖̗̥ ̗̖̖̝̟̘̚ ̙̦̘̖̝̪ ̡̧̠̤̥̖̚̚ ̟̒̕ ̡̡̙̪̒ ̪̓ б̠̟̘̕̚ ̠̦̣ ̖̤̥̓в˟ 
What a great way to celebrate this special date in our Girlguiding calendar!



Caterham Hill & Chaldon 
district Celebration

We also recognised the 20 years that Robin Claire has been leading 9 th  Caterham 
Brownies. It was a really lovely relaxing afternoon with family picnic, crafts, a waterfight  
and Robin hunt, followed by tea and cake and campfire. Lots of Girlguiding legends 
came to support and celebrate too, including some of the team from 30 years ago. 
Plus, not everyone gets the county commissioner to award their very special badge!

Thank you to everyone who was able 
to join us on Sunday for Caterham Hill 
and Chaldon district celebration, 
when all our sections and units came 
together to mark some significant 
milestones, not the least of which was 
the 30 years that Janette has been 
Robin, leader of 9 th  Caterham Guides. 
She also set up 4 th  Caterham 
Rainbows and rebooted 4 th  Caterham 
Brownies 25 years ago, and many of 
our district leaders are in role today 
because of her influence. 



Walton - on - the - Hill 
Girlguiding 

We had a wonderful debate in the chambers with 
Walton - on - the - Hill Brownies and Guides , chaired 
by the Mayor of the Borough of Reigate and 
Banstead,  on whether you should volunteer. Then 
we did a tour of the town hall. 



Bazzaz

Bazzaz, the triennial activity day for 
Beavers and Rainbows from Surrey 
was held this year with amazing 
activities and things to try! Bazzaz 
2025 brought nearly 2,000 Beavers 
and Rainbows together from all 
over the county to celebrate. 

We were delighted to welcome Mhairi 
Mackay, assistant chief guide who got 
stuck in and tried out a number of 
activities! Thank you to all the lovely 
Surrey East Rainbow leaders who 
brought their units and ran activities.


